
 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbey Road Primary School, Tewkesbury Close, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5ND 

Tel: 0115 9748055              E-mail: office@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Although we are all a little fed up with the recent spell of wet weather, 

it hasn’t stopped us getting out and about. The photographs below 

provide just a snapshot of a busy month at Abbey Road. (Many of our 

classes are also proving the accuracy of this Ranulph Fiennes quote!) 

Lots more photos have been published on our school website and 

twitter feed. Please take a look: https://www.abbeyroadprimary.co.uk/  

     https://twitter.com/AbbeyRoadSchool 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Day 

We marked Armistice Day on Monday with a special assembly and heard the story of Walter 

Bush, who was just eighteen years old when he signed up to fight in World War I. Through 

Walter’s diary entries, we learned a little about the horrors of this conflict and the importance 

of remembering all those who lost their lives.  

Our service came to a close with Laurence Binyon’s poem (read beautifully by Oliver Sheard); 

the playing of The Last Post and a moment for silent reflection.  

Thank you for your kind donations, which have been sent to the Royal British Legion, to support the important 

work they do in providing financial, social and emotional support to members and veterans of the 

British Armed Forces, their families and dependants.  
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NSPCC – Speak Out, Stay Safe 

In the spring term, the NSPCC will be visiting school to deliver their Speak Out, Stay Safe programme. This 

will involve separate assemblies for both Key Stages 1 and 2 and then a short series of lessons for children 

in years 5 and 6. I will provide you with further details regarding the content of this programme after 

Christmas but during my meeting with the NSPCC professional, I was reminded of all the resources the 

organisation provides to support parents with safeguarding and e-safety. For example: Net Aware, a site 

which reviews around 40 of the most popular social networking sites, apps and games used by children and 

young people and provides parents with up-to-date information regarding these. https://www.net-

aware.org.uk/ 

Our school website also has links to these online resources: if you select the ‘Parents’ drop-down menu and 

click on ‘Safeguarding’. 

Anti-Bullying Week 

The focus for National Anti-Bullying Week this year is ‘Change Starts with Us’ and we spent a lot of time last 

week considering this theme. Following a whole school assembly, children in every class had the 

opportunity to talk about bullying within their classes and to make suggestions to their School Council 

representatives as to the things that we could all do to make our school a happy, safe place and to reduce 

unkind and bullying behaviour. The children had so many ideas and recognised how everyday acts like 

listening and talking to each other, keeping an eye on what is happening around them, thinking about the 

impact of our words or stopping before commenting on or sharing a hurtful rumour or digital message, 

can all help to reduce bullying. We agreed that it takes a collective responsibility to make this happen and 

each of us has a part to play. 

The School Council have taken the children’s suggestions and produced an Anti-Bullying leaflet to be 

shared with classes. Many thanks to Mrs Pearson, Mrs Worton and Mrs Lovett for leading this work. 

At the start of the week, all children in school were matched with a ‘buddy’ from a different class. These 

children then met up throughout the week to read together, to make friendship bracelets for each other 

and to sing ‘You’ve Got a Friend in 

Me’, which we did as a whole school 

on the playground on Friday. It was 

a lovely week, with many heart-

warming moments and we hope 

that, by working together and 

helping one another, we can all 

apply the lessons learned. 

Academisation Update 

Although we are not formally part of the Equals Trust yet, we continue to work together with other trust 

schools in many different ways. The Equals Trust have recently appointed Stuart Edmonds as their School 

Improvement Lead. Most of you will know Mr Edmonds from his role as headteacher at Abbey Road a few 

years ago. He will be working with all schools in the trust, delivering professional development to staff and 

working together with senior leaders. He has already visited Abbey Road and it was lovely to show him round 

school. 

Mrs Estella  

Mrs Estella, our Spanish teacher, will be moving on at the end of this term to pursue a career as a 

childminder. I would like to thank her for all she has done to develop the teaching of Spanish here at Abbey 

Road and I am sure you will join us in wishing her well for the future – she will be missed.  

We will continue to teach Spanish so our children have solid foundations in place for when they move on to 

secondary school. We are currently in the process of finalising arrangements for this provision. 
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Mrs Avery’s Tanzanian Adventure  

This week, the children heard a little more about 

Mrs Avery’s African adventure and about life in a 

Tanzanian primary school. The children were 

staggered by the enormous class sizes and at the 

very thought of having to arrive at school at 7.30am 

in order to clean the building and grounds before 

lessons begin! Here is a small paragraph from Mrs 

Avery: 

Following a very long journey and a restful weekend, 

we finally embarked on our school adventure with a 

tour of some of the schools involved in the exchange 

program. Everywhere we went we received a terrific 

welcome with lots of enthusiastic singing and 

dancing. The following days proved how challenging 

it is to teach and learn in extreme heat, in 

overcrowded classrooms and with limited or no 

resources. However, the staff and pupils kept on 

smiling, pleased to be involved in the “Stories of a Lifetime” project. I’m looking forward to working more with 

our partner school in the future and am confident that the children and staff at both schools will learn and 

benefit a lot from the exchange.  

Arriving at School on Time – A Reminder! 

Although I only communicated this message at the beginning of the school year, we have noticed that the 

number of children arriving late to school is, again, growing. Our school day starts at 8.45am, when children 

are met on the playground by their class teachers and led to their classes to start the day. A child arriving at 

8.55am can already have missed the beginning of a taught session and it is disruptive to the learning of other 

children when a teacher has to register a child after whole class registration has taken place.  

Having a good attitude to being on time, as well as being ready and in the right frame of mind for the day 

ahead is a really good lesson to learn at primary school and I hope you will help the staff in encouraging this 

As I write, Class 4M have just returned home from their two-day residential in Hathersage, swapping 

places with Class 4A. I will continue to post photos and updates from their adventure on our Twitter 

feed.  

On the reverse of this letter are some dates for the half term ahead. 

Best wishes,  

Ly Toom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dates for Autumn Term 2019 

Wednesday 13th – Friday 15th November Class 4A to Hathersage 

Friday 15th November Children in Need (you should have received an email with 

more details of our day – planned by our School Council) 

Wednesday 27th November Indoor rowing tournament – Year 6 teams 

Monday 2nd December Girls’ futsal tournament – Year 4 

Wednesday 4th December Year 3 to Creswell Crags 

Friday 6th December Christmas Fair – 3:40 – 5.15pm 

You will receive a letter from the HSA with more details about 

this event 

W/B Monday 9th December Outdoor reading area being installed 

Tuesday 10th December Year 1 Nativity – 9.30am 

Wednesday 11th December Year 1 Nativity – 9.30am 

Wednesday 11th December Ukulele Concert – Year 4 – 2.45pm 

Thursday 12th December Foundation Stage Nativity – 9.30am 

Thursday 12th December Home School Association (HSA) meeting – 8pm @ the 

Willow Tree 

Friday 13th December Foundation Stage Nativity – 9.30am 

Friday 13th December Final swimming session for Class 3M 

Monday 16th December Christmas Quiz – Key Stage 2 

Tuesday 17th December Christmas Dinner 

Tuesday 17th December On the Stage – end of term show – 4.45pm 

Wednesday 18th December Pantomime – for Years 2 to 6 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Parties – EYFS to Year 2  

Thursday 19th December Year 1 to Nottingham Playhouse - Pinocchio 

Friday 20th December  Last day of term – Christmas jumpers welcome! (in 

exchange for donations to the Salvation Army) 

Friday 20th December Outdoor Carol Service – 2.45pm 

Friday 20th December On the Stage – end of term show – 4.45pm 

Monday 6th January 2020 Back to school  

Friday 17th January Young Voices concert 

 


