
 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!  

I am quite sure I have written this 

before, but Christmas is such a magical 

place in a primary school, and the festive spirit has 

certainly been building over the last few weeks. Our 

Christmas Fair was a huge success, raising over £3000 for 

the school. Thank you to parents for contributing so 

generously in so many different ways and for braving the 

crowds to join us; thanks to Glee Club and Mr Marshall 

for singing with such enthusiasm and a huge well done to 

our Year 6 children (and their parents!) who excelled 

themselves by creating so many creative games and stalls. 

Special thanks go to our wonderful HSA and to all the 

volunteers who worked incredibly hard before, during 

and after the fair. Altogether, a very happy community 

event.  

Last week, every morning started with a rather special 

sprinkle of Christmas magic as our Foundation Stage and 

Year 1 children took to the stage to perform the nativity story to family and friends. It was wonderful, 

as ever, to see them delivering their lines and singing and dancing with such confidence! After the 

performances, we collected for the British Heart Foundation and for PASIC, who provide cancer 

support for children and young people in the local area. Thanks to your generosity, we shall be 

forwarding nearly £200 to each charity. 

Thank you to our HSA volunteers for serving refreshments at the performances and thank you to 

staff for all of their hard work in creating moments to be remembered and treasured forever!  

Here are just a few photos of our confident, little performers.  
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With Christmas dinners, parties, quizzes, pantomimes and theatre trips to look forward to this week, 

the festive spirit has been notched up a gear and we hope that you will be able to join us for the 

(what has now become traditional!) end of term outdoor carol service on Friday, which will take place 

on our front playground from 2.45-3.15pm. Please spread the word… parents, grandparents and 

friends are all welcome to come along and lend their voices and share in the festive cheer! 

Mr Marshall has already arranged for a number of staff, parents and ex-pupils to accompany the 

singing. If you play an instrument and would like to join our ‘orchestra’, please get in touch with the 

school office, or directly with Mr Marshall, and he will provide you with the music – all instruments 

welcome! 

As has also become tradition, Christmas jumpers (and other festive accessories) can be worn on the 

last day of term. Please can you make sure that children also bring appropriate clothing to keep 

warm – a coat, hat, scarf and gloves would be perfect!  In the event of heavy rain, we will hold the 

service in the school hall, where unfortunately there will be no room for parents and extended family 

to join us. Fingers crossed for dry weather! 

During the service, we will have a voluntary collection for the Salvation Army, who do so much good 

work to look after vulnerable people and those in crisis. Any Christmas Jumper donations that arrive 

in school will also go to this collection. 

Staff News – Congratulations! 

I am delighted to be able to share the news with you that Mrs Pearson is expecting a baby! The new 

arrival is due in May and I am sure you will want to join us in wishing her all the best. Dates for Mrs 

Pearson’s maternity leave have not yet been confirmed but we will keep you updated regarding 

arrangements for this, closer to the time. 

Congratulations also go to Miss Grice, Miss Moore and Miss Kavanagh, who met up in their caps and 

gowns for the graduation ceremony in recognition of their degree-level achievements.  

We also learned last week that Mrs Dickason has secured a new job at 

The Beckett School, where she will be supporting with the teaching of 

music. Whilst we know she will be brilliant in this new position, she will be 

missed here at Abbey Road, having worked here for eighteen years and 

supported so many children during this time. We wish her all the very best 

for the future. 

Last week, we also appointed three new part-time teaching assistants, 

who will be supporting children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 

from January 2020. We are looking forward to Mrs Johnson, Mrs Winch 

and Mrs Sewart joining the staff team. Teachers will be taking on the 

delivery of Spanish, thanks to the detailed planning and expert guidance 

from Mrs Estella.  

School Council Toy Appeal 

Miss Pearson and Mrs Worton, together with our School Council 

representatives would like to pass on their thanks to everybody who 

kindly donated toys and other gifts for our Christmas Toy Appeal. 

Our School Council elves enjoyed sorting the presents, which were 

safely delivered to the children’s ward at Queens Medical Centre 

earlier this month. 



Creswell Crags 

Year 3’s Stone Age topic has taken them into the great outdoors a lot this half 

term. During Forest School afternoons, they have learned many skills that our 

early ancestors would have put into practice on a daily basis. This learning was 

further embedded on a day visit to Creswell Crags, where the children 

considered whether they would be able to survive in these challenging times. 

They had a really exciting and interesting day and returned to school full of 

enthusiasm about what they had learned. 

Year 4 Ukulele 
Year 4 have been learning the ukulele as part 

of their class music lessons and last week 

they shared their learning with family 

members. It is amazing to see just how much 

progress they have made in such a short 

time. Well done Year 4!  

We have also just arranged to add ukulele to our already extensive list of extra-curricular music 

provision so if your child is interested in learning this instrument, please contact the school office. 

Lessons cost £6.50 per session. It is possible to hire an instrument at the cost of £20 per term but, as 

ukuleles can be purchased at this price, it would probably make more sense to buy an instrument 

for your child to use. 

Dinner Money – Ready Reckoner 

Thinking ahead to the new year, if you like to pay up-front for school meals for the whole half term, 

the cost for the first half of the spring term will be £66.70 (a weekly charge of £11.50). 

Best wishes,  

Ly Toom 

Dates for the Term Ahead 
 

Tuesday 17th December On the Stage – end of term show – 4.45pm 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Dinner  

Wednesday 18th December Pantomime – for Years 2 to 6 

Wednesday 18th December Christmas Parties – EYFS to Year 2  

Thursday 19th December Year 1 to Nottingham Playhouse - Pinocchio 

Friday 20th December  Last day of term – Christmas jumpers welcome! (in exchange for 

donations to the Salvation Army) 

Friday 20th December Outdoor Carol Service – 2.45pm - Please come along and join us. 😊 

Friday 20th December On the Stage – end of term show – 4.45pm 

Monday 6th January 2020 Back to school  

Monday 27th January Young Voices concert 

 


