
 

 

 

 

Abbey Road Primary School, Tewkesbury Close, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5ND 

Tel: 0115 9748055     E-mail: office@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk  

Dear Parents/Carers 

Arriving at School on Time 

(I have written about this subject in many a newsletter but am hoping that the message will reach a 

wider audience by having this as my opening item!) 

School begins when teachers collect the children from the playground at 8.45am. When a child 

arrives at school after their class has entered the classroom, they disrupt the morning routine and 

learning of others. Arriving on time is an important life skill to learn so please can I ask that you 

support your child(ren) to develop this habit from a young age. 

We do recognise that there are, very occasionally, valid reasons for lateness, but this should not be 

a regular occurrence. Following this reminder to all, staff will be challenging late arrival on a more 

individual basis. 

Take Care Values - Ambition 

2020 has got off to a good start with children displaying our Take Care values in many different ways 

and I have been kept very busy writing certificates to congratulate the children for their efforts and 

achievements. We continue to explore these values in more detail during assembly time and this 

also provides us with the opportunity to celebrate other successes too. 

Last week, Mrs Dussek spoke to our Key Stage 2 children about the value 

‘ambition’, exploring why it is good to be ambitious. To illustrate this 

further, she shared her participation in the Masters World Cyclo-Cross 

Championships, held in Belgium at the end of 2019.  

Racing for Garden Shed UK-SCOTT-Verge Sport, Mrs Dussek finished in 

4th position, which is an incredible achievement considering she has only 

been competing in this event for four years. The children loved seeing 

photographs and film of her racing and they learned lots about the 

muddy world of cyclo-cross racing.  

So… our very own Mrs Dussek, 4th in the world but with her sights still 

firmly set on wearing the yellow jersey in the future.  

Our Reading Garden is Open!  

Following our hugely successful ‘Readathon’ event last year, it is great to see 

the dream fulfilled and to have a new outdoor space for children who love 

nothing more than to find a cosy corner in 

which to read! Our competition winners came 

together to approve the design and now the 

area is up and running. Thank you to our year 

5 and 6 ‘librarians’, who have volunteered 

their time to help look after the space and 

nurture a love of reading.  

 

Abbey Road News 



Young Voices 2020 

It was an absolute pleasure to accompany our 

hundred Glee Club members to the Young 

Voices concert yesterday. We were incredibly 

proud of their outstanding behaviour and 

attitudes and, quite simply, it was a joy to sing 

alongside so many young people who share 

a love of music and singing.  

Even after a tiring afternoon of rehearsals, they found the energy needed to sing their hearts out in 

the evening, and they did just that! It was a very exciting night - singing and dancing along with 

guest performers, including Tony Hadley (back by popular demand… and always very welcome!). 

We hope that all those who came to watch, enjoyed the show just as much as we did.  

 All Together Schools - Film 

We were approached recently by the Anti-Bullying Alliance, who were keen to find 

out more about some of the strategies we have in place to support pupil 

wellbeing. This followed on from receiving our gold award in the ‘All Together 

Schools’ programme. 

Having communicated with Mrs Lovett, the team from the ABA asked if they could 

visit Abbey Road to speak with pupils and staff… and would it be ok if they brought 

a film crew with them so they could share some of our practice with other schools! 

Having co-ordinated everything, Mrs Lovett was unwell on the day of filming, so Mrs Trick and I were 

drafted in! The experience confirmed to me that I have absolutely no desire to ever appear on 

television but it was an absolute privilege to be able to listen to children speak with such confidence 

about the things they do to support and promote the wellbeing of other children at Abbey Road.  

We know that a whole school approach is the most effective way to tackle bullying and support pupil 

wellbeing. The All Together programme helped us to consider more ways that children can be given 

a voice within school and the filming provided the opportunity to reflect on just how much has been 

achieved over the course of the past year.  

Salvation Army - Thanks 

Thank you so much for supporting our carol service on the last day of term. It was wonderful to have 

so many people lend their voices to the congregation, despite having to move the event indoors. 

We collected £172, which has been very gratefully received by the Salvation Army. 

 



Indoor Athletics Success 
Well done to our Year 3 athletics team who represented 

Abbey Road in a recent Rushcliffe event. Miss Moore was so 

proud of their positive attitudes: running, jumping, 

throwing… and having a fabulous time! 

 

Year 5 Explore the National Space Centre 

To support their learning about Earth and Space, Year 5 

spent the day at the National Space Centre and had a 

wonderful time, experiencing all the centre has to offer. It’s 

an exciting topic and a trip that the children really enjoy and 

remember. 

Nut Allergies 

I would just like to take this opportunity to remind you that we have a number of children in school 

with allergies. In all cases, it is essential that we are kept informed and know about the details of 

what to be aware of/avoid and any specific dietary requirements and/or medication needs. 

Whilst some allergic reactions are milder, we do have some children in school with more severe 

allergies, which means that they can develop an extreme, potentially life-threatening, allergic 

reaction. This includes a small number of children with severe nut allergies – where a reaction could 

be triggered by eating but also by simply being touched on the skin or smelling the breath of 

someone who has had nuts or a product containing nuts. In extreme cases, this allergy can trigger 

anaphylactic shock (which can cause breathing and swallowing difficulties).  

Staff in school are trained in the use of Epi-pens (adrenaline auto-injectors) and we hold a number 

of prescribed pens in school.  

Our school kitchen is a nut-free zone - none of the ingredients provided for our school meals contain 

any traces of nuts. However, following guidance from the School Health team, we do not refer to 

ourselves as being a ‘nut-free school’. So many products are labelled as ‘may contain nuts’ and we 

cannot check the contents of every lunchbox and every bag on a daily basis. However, we politely 

request that you refrain from sending your child into school with any products directly 

containing nuts – eg: whole nuts, nut bars, peanut butter in sandwiches. We do appreciate that 

this is an additional check for you to make but hope that you understand the reason behind this 

request.  

We do speak to the children about allergies and allergic reactions as part of our health education 

programme and, just as children with allergies learn to check the foods they are offered, we teach 

all of the children the importance of not sharing their food or products and the reasons why. They 

are also taught that allergic reactions can look different and they learn about possible symptoms to 

look out for and the importance of reporting these – on others as well as themselves.  

If you have any questions regarding this subject, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mrs Lovett, 

who is responsible for supporting children with medical conditions.  



Rowing Stars! 

Although our rowing squad was somewhat 

depleted due to an unfortunate date clash with 

the Young Voices concert, our two teams did 

themselves proud at the second round of the 

Rushcliffe indoor tournament. 

Both boys and girls showed strength and 

determination and Mrs Dussek was impressed by 

some great teamwork. It was wonderful to receive 

the news that our boys had finished in third place - bronze medals are on the way!  

Equals Trust – Academy Conversion 

Abbey Road’s conversion to academy status was put on pause following the announcement of the 

general election. Now that parliament is up-and-running again, we are expecting to receive 

confirmation of our conversion to academy status very soon.  

We continue to work together with other schools within the trust – for example, we are participating 

in a joint training event on our next INSET day and Mrs Avery is working with other member schools 

as part of a ‘Diversity Champions’ project with a group of Year 5 pupils. Later this term, Year 6 will 

be taking part in an Equals Trust narrative project, working together with local storyteller Mike 

Payton. 

And Finally… 

Teachers continue to post news and photos on both our school website and twitter feed. Recent 

posts added to our website, include: Year 3’s Forest School adventures; EYFS celebrating Chinese 

New Year and Year 1 posting Flat Stanley all over the world. https://www.abbeyroadprimary.co.uk/ 

If you don’t yet follow us on twitter, please take a look. @AbbeyRoadSchool 

Best wishes, Ly Toom 

Dates for the Term Ahead 

Tuesday 11th February Days of Rugby – Nottingham Rugby Club sessions  

Y3, Class 4M & Y5 

Friday 14th February INSET Day 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st February Half Term 

Monday 24th February INSET Day 

Thursday 27th February HSA Disco - 6.15-7.15 – EYFS/KS1 and 7.30-8.30 – KS2 

Monday 4th March  NSPCC ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’ workshops – Years 5 & 6  

Friday 6th March World Book Day – whole school event (more news to follow) 

Monday 9th March Year 6 Storytelling Project 

Wednesday 18th March Class Photographs 

Tuesday 24th & Thursday 26th March Parents Evenings – 4pm-7pm 

Friday 3rd April Last Day of Term 

 

https://www.abbeyroadprimary.co.uk/

