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Re: COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update – School Closure – 19th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers  

As detailed within yesterday’s update, we have been instructed to close the school to almost all children 

after this Friday, until further notice. As advised by the government, we will do all we can to maintain 

school-based childcare for the children of key workers and those with specific needs, but please be aware 

that we are following national guidance around eligibility and the provision we are able to offer.  

We have not yet received the full list of those considered to be key workers but, as soon as this is 

announced, we will share it with you. At this moment in time we know that: 

 Vulnerable pupils are those who: 

• have an education, health care plan (EHCP) 

• are ‘looked after’ (eg in foster care or similar)  

• have a social worker  

Front Line workers include:  

• NHS staff 

• police 

• delivery drivers 

When the definitive list is shared, if you are a key worker and/or meet the criteria above, please send an 

email as soon as possible to office@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk to tell us if your child will be attending school. 

Within your email, please provide us with the full name(s) of your child/children and detail whether you 

would need to access this provision full time (Monday-Friday) or part-time (please indicate which days, or 

half days you require) so that we can plan staffing accordingly. 

If you are unable to email, please telephone school on 0115 9748055. 

If you are eligible but will make alternative childcare plans, then there is no need to contact school. If you 

are eligible and intend to access the provision after a period of self-isolation or illness, then please let us 

know, together with an anticipated date. 

If you are not eligible under these criteria, unfortunately, we are unable to offer childcare provision and 

we ask that you do not send your child/children into school from Monday onwards.  
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Learning at Home 

I totally understand that the news of school closure may be overwhelming; I know it will have an impact 

on you and your family and it’s far from ideal, but please know we will do our best to support you. An 

initial learning pack will be sent home or delivered to all children tomorrow (if your child is not at 

school, this will be posted through your letterbox). These have been created by teachers, so are age-

appropriate and cover key aspects of the curriculum planned for the remainder of the spring term.  

Some of these home-learning activities rely on online access. Please be mindful of safer internet use if 

your child is completing tasks online (eg: this webpage provides you with information regarding filters 

for your home internet: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-

controls-offered-your-home-internet-provider) and please do not hesitate to let us know if you have 

any issues in accessing the internet; we will endeavour to provide you with paper versions. 

Additional information and resources will continue to be shared with you via email, and teachers will 

also use the school website to upload new resources.  

We appreciate that learning at home will look quite different to school – the children have been full of 

questions today as they too have been trying to imagine what the structure of their day will be like! As 

well as learning activities, I will forward some additional guidance to you, which helps you to set up a 

routine, set rules, talk to children, deal with behavior etc…  

We also know that this may be an anxious time for your child(ren) as, like us, they try to process 

everything that is happening around them. To support you in talking to your child about coronavirus 

and also to support their personal development and emotional wellbeing, I will forward some 

information and resources from Mrs Lovett (our school ELSA – Emotional Literacy Support Assistant). 

All parents will be able to keep in touch with us throughout this period of closure. If phone contact is 

unavailable, the following email addresses will continue to be monitored during working hours (providing 

staff are fit for work!) and messages will be forwarded to relevant members of staff, as appropriate.   

office@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk – Mrs McNeill and Mrs Hill  

head@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk – Mrs Toom  

tina.horton@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk  – Mrs Horton 

School Meals 

If your child usually receives free school meals, we will be in touch to provide you with further details of 

the government voucher scheme announced within yesterday’s briefing.  
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National Curriculum Tests 

It was also announced yesterday that the 2019/20 national curriculum assessments will not take place this 

summer. 

This means the following assessments planned between April and July 2020 are cancelled: 

• End of key stage 1 and key stage 2 assessments (SATs), including tests and teacher assessment 

• Phonics screening check 

• Year 4 multiplication tables check 

We have been informed that primary school performance measures will not be published for the 2019/20 

academic year. 

Forthcoming Events 

Throughout the period of school closure, all visits and residentials will be cancelled. We will be in 

contact with year groups, on an individual basis, to provide more information. We will obviously do all 

we can to recoup any monies paid in the event of cancellation. 

Wraparound Childcare 

We have been in discussion with our on-site Breakfast and After School Club provider (ARK), who are 

happy to provide before and after-school care to all eligible children. However, we are currently waiting for 

further details from the government before we can plan for this provision.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This is as much as we know right now, and we appreciate your patience as we continue to deal with this 

ever-changing situation. Please remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to 

do next, please use NHS 111 online. 

Finally, I am sure that amongst our large school community, there will be a wide range of opinions 

about the government’s response - I have already listened to and seen a great many differing views on 

the news and social media! I can only hope that, in all communications, people remember to show 

empathy and understanding to one another. Although these are extremely challenging times for us all, 

the hashtag #bekind is very much at the forefront of my mind. 

Warmest regards 

Ly Toom 

 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19

