
Discover the 

mysterious TIKAL RUINS 

Feeling adventurous? Come visit 

Tikal! With thousands of buildings 

spread over more than 575 square 

kilometres, Tikal National Park is 

home to towering pyramid-shaped 

temples, incredible palaces, 

ancient administrative buildings, 

and many smaller pyramids, homes, 

monuments, and more. 

Known as the most famous ruins in 

Guatemala, Tikal is a UNESCO World Heritage Site dating back to 900 BCE with 

multiple pyramids, some of which have been featured in films such as Star 

Wars! 

Tikal’s great plaza, at the heart of what was one of the most powerful city-

states in the Americas, is surrounded by monumental structures: the stepped 

terraces of the North Acropolis, decorated with grotesque giant masks carved 

out of plaster and masonry; a steep pyramid called Temple I, whose roof comb 

towers 145 feet above the ground, and across the plaza, TempleII, soaring 125 

feet above the grass; and a complex of mysterious buildings called the Central 

Acropolis. There is also the Temple of the Great Jaguar (also known as Temple 

of Ah Cacao). At the peak of its glory, around 750A.D, Tikal was home to at 

least 60,000 Maya and held power over several other city-states scattered 

through the rain forest from the Yucatán Peninsula to western Honduras. 

When you visit the Tikal ruins, you’ll probably recognize the main square or 

Great Plaza, as well as the Central Acropolis, which was probably the rulers’ 

main palace. Other structures in close proximity to the city centre are also part 

of Tikal’s UNESCO World Heritage site. An impressive canal system, smaller 

dwellings and monuments, and Mesoamerican ballgame courts are also 

included in many Mayan ruins tours. 

Since archaeological work is 

ongoing, it’s likely that new 

finds will be unearthed and 

restored in the future. You 

may wish to visit more than 

once! Tikal is an iconic site 

that takes a whole day to fully 

visit.  


