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Dear Parents/Carers 

Apologies for the delay in providing you with more detail of our plans but there has been a lot to consider and work 
out! During the last week, senior leaders have been busy reading and trying to digest all of the guidance, as well as 
communicating with staff and governors and making plans to share with parents. 

Whilst these plans are more relevant to our Foundation, Year 1 and Year 6 families, I thought that everyone would be 
interested to know what is happening in school.  

It is important to keep in mind that the Government have stated that the plan for a phased return to school is 
conditional and dependent on a number of factors. However, at the moment, we are planning on the assumption 
that some children will be able to return from June 1st. 

One of the difficulties in planning is not knowing exactly how many pupils we will be catering for. However, I was 
reluctant to ask this question until we could present a more detailed outline of our provision – a chicken and egg 
situation! 

The following proposal assumes that most pupils in eligible year groups will return to school from 1st June, as per 
current government recommendations.  

At the end of this letter, there is a request for you to communicate with us if you are not intending to send your child 
to school from 1st June.  

Proposed Provision 

Assuming we are able to open, for the first two weeks after half term, we will be inviting Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
pupils back into school on a part-time basis, with each class being invited to spend one of the two weeks in school. If 
parents have children in different classes, who are scheduled to attend school during different weeks, then please let 
us know and we can make arrangements for them to attend together. 

Sunshines  to attend school during the w/b 1st June 
Class 1HB  

Class 6W  
 

Rainbows to attend school during the w/b 8th June 
Class 1P  

Class 6G 
 

During their week in school, each class will be split into two groups of no more than 15 children (exact details of 
groupings will be communicated to relevant classes next week). Each of these groups will have their own zone 
allocated to them – which will include a classroom and a separate outdoor space.  

The children will remain within these ‘bubbles’ throughout the day, not interacting or mixing with any other group in 
school. 

Within the classroom, each child will have a desk space, which will remain theirs throughout the week. We will provide 
each child with a set of resources, which will remain in school and will also be theirs for the week. The rooms being 
used will be cleaned in line with government guidelines. 

Each group of children will have its own set of toilets and sinks, which will be wiped down at set intervals throughout 
the day. We will use tape to mark out waiting spaces near sinks but, to reduce the need for queues, we will also be 



using hand sanitizer.  

This part-time start will enable us to establish new rules and routines with a smaller number of children in school. It 
also means that children will be able to remain within their own classroom settings, leaving us with the capacity to 
continue to provide childcare to the children of key workers and also to introduce other year groups, if guided to do so 
by the government. 

Drop off times and pick up times will be staggered, with each year group being given a different 15-minute window of 
time in which to bring and collect children to/from school. We realise that the proposed staggered starts and ends to 
the school day may be difficult where parents are collecting children from more than one class. Please know that we 
will be flexible where siblings need to be dropped off or collected slightly earlier or later. 

Reception - 8.30-8.45 until 3.00-3.15 

Year 1 - 8.45-9.00 until 3.15-3.30 

Year 6 - 9.00-9.15 until 3.30-3.45 

Each classroom will have its own entrance point and doors will be propped open at these times, enabling children to 
enter without touching door handles.  

In order to limit the number of people on site, we ask that only one parent or adult accompanies each child/family and 
parents will be asked not to enter the school building.  

Tape will be used to mark out waiting zones for parents, although we hope that the 15-minute window will help to 
stagger arrival times. 

PPE & Social Distancing 

You may have already seen that the wearing of masks is not recommended in school. However, there are times when 
staff will require PPE – eg: close 1:1 support, delivery of personal care, first aid or if a child is displaying COVID 
symptoms.  

I want to stress that we will be doing our very best to ensure that social distancing between staff and children, and 
between the children themselves, is adhered to and we have set up our classroom spaces to support with social 
distancing. However, you may have read that the government acknowledges that young children will find it difficult to 
adhere to the 2m social distancing rule at all times.  

The guidelines to schools from the Government state this: 

We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2 
metres apart from each other and staff. In deciding to bring more children back to early years and schools, we are 
taking this into account.  

Curriculum Provision 

Class teachers will be responsible for planning and overseeing the learning for their year group but, because of the 
requirement for smaller groupings, children may not be with their class teacher during the day. They will however 
remain with the same one or two member(s) of staff throughout the week. 

In terms of curriculum content and teaching, this will be a continuation of the materials we have been sending home, 
with an increased focus on PSHE, being mindful of the emotional and social health of the children after a long period 
away from school.  

Lunchtime 

Our school kitchen will re-open, but they will be providing packed lunches rather than hot meals. This means that the 
children can remain within their own zone to eat… hopefully being able to eat outdoors, if the weather is on our side! 

Children in Reception and Year 1 will be eligible for their usual universal free school meal. For children in Year 6, 
parents can either provide a packed lunch or pay via the School Money system to order one from school. As with 
normal term-time, we ask that these are paid for in advance.  

Our lunch breaks will be slightly staggered but, with children remaining in their own indoor or outdoor zones, they will 
not need to share any communal spaces during this time. 
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Uniform/Expectations 

We do not expect children to wear school uniform. We appreciate that they may have grown out of shoes and clothes 
during the last 2 months and we aren’t expecting anyone to source new uniform at the moment! We only ask that 
children wear comfortable sports-type clothing, so they are dressed appropriately for time outdoors. Children will not 
need to bring any extra PE kit with them. 

On the first day for each group, we will explain new rules and routines to the children so they understand how and 
why things will be different in school. 

Resources/Equipment 

Your child will only need a coat (in the event of colder or wet weather), a filled water bottle, snack and lunchbox (if 
you are not ordering this from school). Children should not bring their own stationery. If suncream is required, we ask 
that, where possible, you apply this before school. We are asking that you limit what your child brings with them, as 
we will not be using our cloakrooms. School based resources in the classroom will be organised in a way that limits the 
need and opportunity for children to share. 

Year 6 

The Government has talked about Year 6 returning for transition reasons; however, this will not happen as it would in 
normal years. There are currently no plans in place for secondary school staff to come to Abbey Road to talk to their 
Year 6 children and there are also no plans to have transition visits. We will carry out some transition activities in 
school towards the end of term, as we usually would.  

Sadly, I cannot see any way that we will be able to complete the normal ‘rites of passage’ type activities we usually do 
to mark children’s end of primary education as none of these are possible under current guidelines. I can promise you 
that we will try and find the best solutions possible to mark the end of Year 6, while still following the latest 
Government advice. 

Year 6 children will receive their hoodies and we will also deliver these to any children not accessing school-based 
provision during the 2 weeks after half term. 

Children Displaying Symptoms/Shielded and Clinically Vulnerable Children 

No one with symptoms of Covid-19 should attend school for any reason. If a child develops symptoms while at school, 
they will be sent home. It is also important that parents inform school if their child develops symptoms whilst at home. 
In both cases, we would follow relevant DfE guidance. 

Children who have been classed as clinically vulnerable or those who live in a household with someone who has been 
advised to shield, are not expected to be attending school.  

Wraparound Care 

We are not able to offer extended hours provision to returning year groups at this current time. However, our Key 
Worker group will continue to have access to wraparound childcare.  

Critical Key Workers 

In order to maintain our ‘bubbles’ and not have children mixing across larger groups, those who have been accessing 
school-based provision because of meeting the vulnerable or key worker criteria will need to remain in this group until 
provision for their own year group becomes full-time. 

If key worker parents require wraparound care, these children will still have to remain within the keyworker group to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version


maintain this ‘bubble’. 

Later this week, I will be sending out new booking forms and further information as I am aware that more families may 
now need to access this provision.  

Home Learning 

We will continue to issue weekly home learning packs on a Friday, all of which will continue to be uploaded to the 
school website.  

In terms of home learning, we know that you will still want to communicate with us – particularly those year groups 
not in school. Please appreciate that with staff in school throughout the week, we may not be able to answer your 
messages quite as quickly. 

Future Plans 

If numbers returning to school are lower than expected and, providing we are not asked to accommodate children 
from other year groups, then we hope to be able to move to offering full-time provision to these three year groups 
from 15th June. We will confirm this as soon as possible. 

We will continue to monitor our systems closely and will keep you informed of any changes. 

Required Actions 

I hope that the above detail helps you to comprehend our proposed provision. 

I have told the children many times that their safety is the most important aspect of my job and I can promise you that 
we will look after your children as carefully as we would our own, implementing fully the guidelines the government 
have given us. But please know that I cannot advise you as to whether to return your child to school or not – this 
decision lies ultimately with you. The government has made it clear that no parent will be fined for non-attendance at 
this time.  

Presented with conflicting scientific evidence and many different opinions on social media, I appreciate it must be 
difficult to know which advice to follow. However, I am keen to stress that whatever you decide is absolutely fine and 
we are here to support you. 

If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 and you will not be sending your child to school from 1st June – please 
could you email office@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk to let us know. If we do not hear from you then we will presume 
your child will be attending school from either 1st June or 8th June and we will be in touch to communicate details of 
class groupings and exact locations for each group.  

If you have any further questions about the provision, please email either head@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk or 
tina.horton@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk and we will respond as soon as we possibly can. 

Take care 

Ly Toom 
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