
We have learned a lot about the processes that take place 

at the coast.

Today we are going to learn something else about coasts: 

they provide wonderful habitats for lots of animals!

Coasts



Can you remember what a habitat is? 

How would you define a habitat?

Definition: the natural home of an animal or plant.

e.g. The habitat of a monkey is the jungle

The habitat of a scorpion is a desert.

Habitat?



Key coastal habitats around the world

Mangroves: 
grow on tropical coasts with soft soils and are 
flooded twice a day by the tide.

Can you give any examples of places to illustrate these habitats?

Estuaries: 

about 60% of the world’s population lives along 

estuaries and the coast.

Coral reefs: 

Require sunlight and warm ocean 

temperatures of 20-28⁰ C.

There are a number of different habitats that exist at the coast. We are going 
to focus on three of the main ones. 



What are mangroves?

Mangrove forests can be recognized by

their dense tangle of prop roots that

make the trees appear to be standing

on stilts above the water. Mangroves,

the only type of tree which spends its

entire life in saltwater, offer a huge

amount of benefits. During storms, they

act as natural barriers against the sea,

guarding animals by absorbing wave

surges. Mangroves help slow down the

erosion of land.

Mangroves are among the most 

biologically important ecosystems on the 

planet.

Mangroves are one of Earth’s most rapidly 

disappearing ecosystems.



Mangrove forests only grow at tropical and subtropical latitudes near the equator 
because they cannot withstand freezing temperatures.

Where mangroves are found around the world?

Mangrove forests only grow at tropical and subtropical latitudes near the 

equator because they cannot withstand freezing temperatures.



Mangroves

Click here and watch a clip to find out more information.

Then complete this section of your activity sheet, answering as many of 

these questions as  you can:

• Where is it?

• What is it like? Use descriptive words.

• How was it made?

• Who lives here? What kind of animals might you find here?

• Why is it useful for the health of the planet? Give reasons.

• How is it under threat?

If you want a fun game to play about mangroves, click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhLlqdPB_Rs
https://pbskids.org/plumlanding/games/ecosystem/make_a_mangrove.html


Coral Reefs

•Coral reefs cover just 0.1% of the 

ocean’s surface area, yet they are 

home to 25% of all known marine 

species, and new ones are being 

discovered every day

•The variety of life supported by 

coral reefs rivals in many ways, 

that of the tropical forests of the 

Amazon or New Guinea

•Corals are not plants but in fact 

animals which are closely related 

to jellyfish and anemones



Coral reefs

Click here and watch a clip to give you more information.

Then complete the next section of you activity sheet, answering as many 

of these questions as you can:

• Where is it?

• What is it like? Use descriptive words.

• How was it made?

• Who lives here? What kind of animals might you find here?

• Why is it useful for the health of the planet? Give reasons.

• How is it under threat?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiULxLLP32s


Estuaries

An estuary is the mouth of a large river, where the tide 

meets the stream.

Estuary environments are among the most productive on earth, creating 

more life than many other habitats around the world. 

The sheltered waters of estuaries support unique plants and animals 

specially adapted for life at the edge of the sea.

Thousands of species of birds, mammals, 

fish and other wildlife depend on estuarine 

habitats as places to live, feed and 

reproduce. Because many species of fish and 

wildlife rely on the sheltered waters of 

estuaries as protected spawning places, 

estuaries are often called the "nurseries of 

the sea."



Rio de la Plata, South America

The muddy Rio de la Plata is the estuary of the river Paraná and river 

Uruguay. It forms part of the border between Argentina and Uruguay. 

The capital cities of Argentina (Buenos Aires) and Uruguay 

(Montevideo) are sited on its banks.
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Estuaries

Click here to find out more. Read the information and find an estuary 

near you!

Click here for information about the Wash estuary.

Then complete your activity sheet, answering as many of these questions 

as  you can:

• Where is it?

• What is it like? Use descriptive words.

• How was it made?

• Who lives here? What kind of animals might you find here?

• Why is it useful for the health of the planet? Give reasons.

• How is it under threat?

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/where_see_estuaries_saltmarshes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/handsonnature/estuaries/wash.shtml

