
Introducing…..

EXTREME WEATHER



What is ‘extreme weather’?

• Extreme weather is when a weather event is significantly different from 
the average or usual weather pattern. This may take place over one day 
or a period of time. A flash flood or heat wave are two examples of 
extreme weather in the UK.



Over the next  few weeks we are going to become 
geographers. 

Geography is a science that deals with Earth's surface. People who study 
geography are called geographers. Geographers are interested in Earth's 
physical features, such as mountains, deserts, rivers, and oceans. They are
also interested in the ways that people affect and are affected by the 
natural world.

In this geography topic we will be learning about extreme 
weather. We will explore;
• What extreme weather is 
• Example of extreme weather events
• How extreme weather impacts peoples lives
• What extreme weather events we have had in the UK



Please watch both clips below…

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrOYxLt9SCI

•https://youtu.be/7XlxQFzlxN0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrOYxLt9SCI
https://youtu.be/7XlxQFzlxN0


Examples of extreme weather-

Tornado: clouds, strong wind, 
rain, hail. 

Hurricane or cyclone: strong 
wind, heavy rain.

Blizzard: heavy snow, ice, cold 
temperatures.



Examples of extreme weather-

Dust storm: strong winds, arid
conditions.

Flood: heavy rainfall. Hail storm: cold or warm
Temperatures, rain, ice.

Ice storm: freezing rain.



Extreme weather in the UK-

• Examples of extreme weather events in the UK:

• Drought - caused by a lack of rain.

• Flash floods - caused by too much rain in a short period of time.

• Strong winds and storms.

• An extreme cold spell.

• An extreme heat wave.

All of these have happened in the UK between 2000 and 
2010.



TEMPEST 
• Extreme weather events can cause danger, disruption and damage. The 

impact of an extreme weather event often causes devastation and risks 
peoples lives and homes. 

• Therefore it is important to try and predict when an extreme weather event 
may occur to allow people to prepare as best they can.  This could mean 
evacuating, boarding up homes or creating barricades where possible. 

• In order to predict when these events may happen it is important to look 
closely at past events to spot any patterns or clues as to when another may 
occur. 

• TEMPEST is a database (a collection of data that is organised for rapid 
searches on a computer) for UK extreme weather events over the past 500 
years.



The Database allows you 
to search extreme weather 
events in the UK and look 
at the impact it had on 
peoples lives.



For example you could search past events extreme weather 
events that have occurred  in Nottingham or the River Trent.



As part of our extreme weather choices grid there is a task asking  
you to explore and TEMPEST Database yourselves to see what 
you can find. 
If you  have chosen this activity follow the next 4 steps..

Step 1 - Click on the link

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/geography/extreme-weather/search/

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/geography/extreme-weather/search/
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/geography/extreme-weather/search/


Step 2- Chose a location you would like to look at. For example you could 
search past events extreme weather events that have occurred  in 
Nottingham or the River Trent.

Click search at 
the bottom of 
the page..



Step 3- The database will bring up all the extreme weather events 

• Chose an account and click on the date



Step 4- It will bring up a detailed description of the event. Have a 
read of the information and then continue to search for more. 



We hope you  enjoy browsing the database!☺

Special Task- Try and find an extreme weather event that 
happened in a year your parents or grandparents were alive. Ask 
them if/ what they remember about the event.

Of course you will have to scroll right to the bottom of the page.    


