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Dear Parents/Carers 

In line with the government’s plan, we are anticipating that all children, in all year groups, will return to school 

full time from the beginning of the autumn term. In their publications the DfE make clear that: 

‘The prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased since schools restricted their opening to most pupils in 

March, the NHS Test and Trace system is up and running and we understand more about the measures that 

need to be in place to create safer environments in schools. 

The scientific evidence shows that coronavirus (COVID-19) presents a much lower risk to children than adults of 

becoming severely ill, and there is no evidence that children transmit the disease any more than adults. Of 

course, there will still be risks while coronavirus (COVID-19) remains in the community, and that is why schools 

will be asked to put in place a range of protective measures.’ 

We are very keen to support the move back towards normal life for children and their families but, in order to 

effectively manage the risks that remain, systems and routines will still have to be a little different when the 

children return in September. This letter details our response to the government guidance and explains how 

things will work here at Abbey Road to help ensure school is as safe as possible for everyone. As before, I can 

only apologise if any of these plans change at short notice – we have to continue to respond to any local and 

national guidance received and so many decisions remain beyond our control! 

I know I keep apologising for sending such long letters, but there is always a great deal to communicate and 

so again, I ask that you read all of the information carefully as we continue to need your support and 

understanding to make these plans work! I will write again during the summer, to confirm the details and to 

reiterate the key information. 

Reducing Transmission – ‘Bubble’ Groups and Classroom Arrangements 

In welcoming all children back to school this autumn, we have to consider how best to minimise the number 

of contacts that our pupils have during the school day in order to reduce the risk of transmission.  

For us at Abbey Road, this will involve creating year group ‘bubbles’ so that children are taught in their class 

groups while continuing to come together as a whole year group for certain activities during the week as well 

as for playtimes and lunchtimes. Each class group will have their own separate entrance and each year group 

will have their own outdoor space and access to their own toilets. 

Classrooms will be arranged so that when children are working at their desks or in groups with the teacher, 

they will sit side by side, facing in the same direction, rather than facing each other across tables. But children 

will not be based at their desks all day long! They will continue to work (and play) in different ways, both in 

and out of the classroom… in fact, we will continue to take our learning outside as much as we can. 

From September, teachers will be able to change the children’s reading books and classes will have access to 

their own fiction libraries. Within each classroom, children will share some resources, but equipment that is 

shared, will be cleaned regularly and always before use by another group; or rotated to allow it to be left 

unused for a set period. This includes our outdoor playground equipment, which will only be used by a single 

group at a time.  



 

Activities that bring children from different year groups together will not be allowed to happen – children will 

have to stay in their year group bubble throughout the school day. We talk a lot about our Abbey Road 

family and love all the ways that children from different classes and year groups typically connect with each 

other - but we will have to be a little more creative about how we can achieve this.  

Essential measures at school will also include: 

• a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

• regular handwashing and good hygiene 

• enhanced cleaning arrangements 

• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

The School Day 

In order to bring 430 children back to school in a way that limits mixing of groups, we have needed to 

stagger the start and end of our school day. The timings below have been very carefully considered in order 

to reduce contact between the different year groups in school and so we would be very grateful if you could 

ensure your child arrives at school and is collected between these times. We realise that the proposed start 

and end times may be difficult where parents are collecting children from more than one class. Please know 

that we will try our best to be flexible where siblings need to be dropped off or collected slightly earlier or 

later. 

Here are the timings for the start and end of our school day for all year groups: 

EYFS –  Arrival: between 9.00 and 9.10am 

  Hometime: between 3.30 and 3.40pm 

Year 1 –  Arrival: between 8.40 and 8.50am 

  Hometime: between 3.10 and 3.20pm 

Year 2 –  Arrival: between 8.30 and 8.40am 

  Hometime: between 3.00 and 3.10pm 

Year 3 –  Arrival: between 8.50 and 9.00am 

  Hometime: between 3.20 and 3.30pm 

Year 4 –  Arrival: between 8.40 and 8.50am  

  Hometime: between 3.10 and 3.20pm 

Year 5 –  Arrival: between 8.50 and 9.00am 

  Hometime: between 3.20 and 3.30pm  

Year 6 -  Arrival: between 8.30 and 8.40am 

  Hometime: between 3.00 and 3.10pm 

Upon entry at the main gate, there will be a one-way system in place, which will direct you around the back of 

our school building. Members of staff will be present to support you during the first few weeks and signage 

will also be in place directing you to the correct entrance for each class. 

Children will not need to line up on the playground each morning. Instead they should come straight to their 

classroom door, which will be propped open. Hand sanitizer will be available outside each entrance and 

children will be reminded to apply this before coming into school. 

In order to limit the number of people on site, it is crucial that only one parent or adult accompanies each 

child/family and parents will not be able to enter the school building. In order to further reduce the number 

of people on site at any one time, we would be very happy for children to make their own way to classrooms 

from the school gate, if they are old enough to walk independently. 
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We know that the school playground is traditionally a very social place but, in order to reduce the mixing of 

groups and to avoid larger groups from gathering, we ask that parents drop their children off at their 

classrooms and then leave the school site as quickly as possible, using the one-way system in place. 

For the same reasons, I also ask that parents are mindful of not gathering at the school gates, as we know 

that the roads around school will be very busy again from September. 

Our Tewkesbury Road side entrance will re-open from September, but this will be for exit only. No-one will be 

allowed to enter school using this path. 

What Should my Child Bring to School? 

We ask that you limit what your child brings to school to essential items only. They will only need: 

• a coat (in the event of colder or wet weather) and a sunhat if we are lucky enough to see sunshine!) 

• a refillable water bottle (named) 

• breaktime snack and lunchbox (if you are not ordering this from school) 

• PE kit (in a drawstring bag, if possible) 

• Bookbag (or other small bag for storing school books) 

We ask that children do not bring any additional schoolbags to those detailed above, as storage space will 

be very limited, and cloakrooms will not be in full use. There will not be space for large rucksacks. Children 

should not bring their own stationery (this will all be provided) and no toys or play items should be brought 

from home. If suncream is required, we ask that, where possible, you apply this before school.  

Lunchtime 

Nottinghamshire catering have published a new, single-choice hot meals menu and we hope to be able to 

offer this food option later in the autumn term. However, because we are not able to use the school hall in 

the same way and because food needs to be ordered well in advance, for the start of term, we will be offering 

packed lunches as our meal option. These will be eaten outside (weather permitting!) or in classrooms. 

You are welcome to provide your child with their own lunch from home, but school packed lunches will be 

available, and children will be given a choice of sandwich each day. For children in Years 3-6, parents will be 

able to order these too, but payment will have to made in advance using our School Money system.  

Uniform 

From September, we will be returning to our normal school uniform policy – detailed below. Government 

guidance states that uniforms do not need to be washed any more often than usual, nor do they need to be 

cleaned using methods which are different from normal.  

• Grey/navy school trousers or shorts 

• Grey/navy skirt or pinafore dress 

• Blue and white checked dress (Summer) 

• White shirt or white polo shirt  

• Navy blue sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan (Please note that fleeces sold by our uniform provider, Kit Out 

are for outdoor wear and do not replace sweatshirts) 

• Plain dark or white socks or tights 



• Plain black shoes, which your child can fasten themselves. (As children will be using the school fields 

when we return, leather-style shoes will be most practical as fabric-style shoes get wet very easily.) 

You can buy sweatshirts, cardigans and reading bags with the school logo on from our uniform provider, Kit 

Out (07879433050 or sales@kitoutclothing.co.uk) or you can purchase plain uniform from supermarkets and 

other stores. 

We will also be returning to changing for PE lessons so children will need a PE kit in a drawstring bag, which 

can remain in school during the week. 

PE kit consists of: 

• White t-shirt (or navy ‘Abbey Road’ t-shirt) 

• Navy/black shorts and navy/black joggers or leggings 

• Plimsolls/trainers 

• Plain navy or black sweatshirt or hoodie 

Attendance 

The government have made it clear that attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from September and we 

are expecting everyone to return. 

Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject to a continued decline in the rates 

of community transmission of coronavirus. If you are unsure of the current guidance and this applies to your 

family, please follow this link: guidance on shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as 

extremely vulnerable. You may wish to discuss your child’s care with their health professional before 

September but, if you have concerns about your child returning to school, please do not hesitate to get in 

touch to discuss matters further. 

Curriculum Provision 

For all year groups, we will be focusing on pupil wellbeing as the new school year starts, as we recognise that 

children may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the current situation, with many having 

been out of school for a long period.  

In order to identify gaps in knowledge and skills the children may have, teachers will plan on the basis of the 

educational needs of their children, adapting and adjusting what they teach in response to ongoing 

assessment - but our curriculum will not be narrowed and children will continue to access a full range of 

subjects. Class teachers will be in touch, sharing learning letters which provide you with more information for 

the half term ahead. 

Wrap-around Provision and Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities 

As we are required to keep children within their year group bubbles throughout the day, our wide selection 

of before and after school clubs will not be able to run as normal. In order to be able to offer our working 

parents extended hours childcare throughout the week, our breakfast and after school provider, ARK, will 

need to be based in more rooms around school so that year groups can be kept separate (details will be 

communicated separately). 

Staff will work together with our other providers to explore the possibility of other clubs running for single 

year groups, further details will be shared once we are back in school. We are still awaiting further guidance 

from the government regarding some areas of the curriculum – such as music - where there are additional 

risk factors to be considered. 

School trips 

From the autumn term, schools have been advised that educational day trips can resume, in line with the 

latest public health guidance, guidance for schools and also that of individual providers and venues. 

Overnight visits are currently not permitted. 

mailto:sales@kitoutclothing.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
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No one with symptoms of Covid-19 should attend school for any reason.  

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

If a child develops symptoms while at school, they will be sent home. It is also important that parents inform 

school if their child develops symptoms whilst at home.  

If someone in school tests positive for coronavirus, we will work closely together with Public Health, ensuring 

anyone who has been in close contact with the individual is asked to self-isolate. We also expect all staff and 

parents to engage with the NHS test and trace process. Covid-19 tests can be booked via the following links: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 

PPE 

The wearing of masks is currently not recommended in primary schools. However, there are times when staff 

will require PPE – eg: delivery of personal care or if a child is displaying COVID symptoms and a distance of 2 

metres cannot be maintained. 

Communicating with School 

A member of staff will always be available in the school office but, in order to minimise face-to-face contact 

and to support with social distancing, please only enter our Reception area if this has been previously agreed 

or arranged. We ask that you continue to communicate with us via telephone and email – 0115 9748055 or 

office@abbeyroad.notts.sch.uk.  

I hope this all makes sense. I have tried to be as brief as possible in order to not bombard you with too much 

information at once but, if you have any further questions at this stage, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Take care, 

Ly Toom 
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