
Today we will:

• Find out if Ivan survives the avalanche

• Recap conjunctions

• Introduce different types of clauses: main 

clause and subordinate clause



Quickly recap what has happened to Ivan since he left home



Where were we? 



Let’s read on…







What can you remember about our work 
on conjunctions from yesterday? 

Activity Introduction

Can you remember what a conjunction 
does?

Top tip there is a clue in its name.



Co-ordinating conjunctions and 
subordinating conjunctions.

Recap 

Co-ordinating 
conjunctions

Subordinating 
conjunctions

FANBOYS A WHITE BUS

Try to remember some examples for each 
type of conjunction. 



Today we’re going to look at clauses in more detail

A clause is a group of words that contains a 
verb (and usually other components too). 
A clause may form part of a sentence or it 
may be a complete sentence in itself.

For example: Ivan climbed the tree.
This is a sentence with one clause – the 
clause is “Ivan climbed the tree.” – it’s the 
whole sentence.



For example: Ivan climbed the tree.
This is a sentence with one clause – the 
clause is “Ivan climbed the tree.” – it’s the 
whole sentence.

Climbed is the verb, and the tree is a noun, it 
is also what he climbed so we call it the 
subject of the sentence.

Don’t worry too much about the subject of 
sentences for now, just know that clauses 
have those as well as verbs.

Today we’re going to look at clauses in more detail



Sentences can have one or more clauses.

There are two types of clauses.

Today’s activity

main clause subordinate clause



A main clause is a group of words that 

contains a subject and a verb which 

makes complete sense on its own.

A subordinate clause is a group of 

words that cannot stand alone as a 

complete sentence because it does not 

express a complete thought. It doesn’t 

make sense.

Today’s activity



Simple sentences only have one clause, 

that is the main clause. The main clause 

is easy to identify in a simple sentence.

Ivan climbed the tree.

The wolves circled the tree.

The bear frightened the wolves.

These are all simple sentences – they 

have one clause – the main clause.

Today’s activity



You can join 2 simple sentences with a 

co-ordinating conjunction (FANBOYS).

Then you will have 2 main clauses. Both 

will make sense on their own.

Ivan climbed the tree and the wolves 

circled around it.

The wolves growled but the bear 

frightened them.

Today’s activity



When there is no conjunction in a 

sentence there is one main clause.

When ideas (clauses) are joined by a co-

ordinating conjunction (FANBOYS), there 

will be 2 or more main clauses.

Top Tip Watch out for “and” in a list!

Today’s activity

What about when clauses are joined by a 

subordinating conjunction (A WHITE 

BUS)?



When a sentence contains a 

subordinating conjunction, there will be 

one main clause and at least one other 

subordinate clause.

Remember a subordinate clause will not 

make sense on its own – it will be an 

incomplete sentence or thought.

Today’s activity

When Ivan was dangling from the tree, he 

was very frightened.



When Ivan was dangling from the tree, 

he was very frightened.

‘he was very frightened’ makes sense on 

its own and is the main clause.

‘When Ivan was dangling from the tree’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.



The wolves ran off in all directions as the 

bear reared up on his hind legs.

‘The wolves ran off in all directions’ 

makes sense on its own and is the main 

clause.

‘as the bear reared up on his hind legs’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.

Try this one



‘as the bear reared up on his hind legs’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.

What do the subordinate clauses 

have in common? 

‘When Ivan was dangling from the tree’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.



‘as the bear reared up on his hind legs’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.

Yes they both follow a subordinate 

conjunction. 

‘When Ivan was dangling from the tree’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.



‘as the bear reared up on his hind legs’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.

The subordinate conjunction is part of 

the subordinate clause. 

‘When Ivan was dangling from the tree’ is 

an incomplete thought and does not make 

sense on its own so it is the subordinate 

clause.



Steps to success:
• Find the conjunctions

• Identify if they are subordinating or co-

ordinating conjunctions

• Find the clauses in the sentence

• Identify if they are subordinate clauses or 

main clauses

• Underline the subordinate conjunction with 

the rest of the subordinate clause

We can use our knowledge of 

conjunctions to help us identify the 

clauses in a sentence. 



He dangled over the drop as an avalanche 
of snow hurtled into the chasm. At last, 
the avalanche stopped and he scrambled 
his way out of that ghastly crack.

Steps to success:

• Find the conjunctions

• Identify if they are subordinating or co-ordinating conjunctions

• Find the clauses in the sentence

• Identify if they are subordinate clauses or main clauses

• Underline the conjunction with the rest of the clause



He dangled over the drop as an avalanche 
of snow hurtled into the chasm. At last, 
the avalanche stopped and he scrambled 
his way out of that ghastly crack.

Steps to success:

• Find the conjunctions

• Identify if they are subordinating or co-ordinating conjunctions

• Find the clauses in the sentence

• Identify if they are subordinate clauses or main clauses

• Underline the conjunction with the rest of the clause

‘as’ and ‘and’ are conjunctions



He dangled over the drop as an avalanche 
of snow hurtled into the chasm. At last, 
the avalanche stopped and he scrambled 
his way out of that ghastly crack.

Steps to success:

• Find the conjunctions

• Identify if they are subordinating or co-ordinating conjunctions

• Find the clauses in the sentence

• Identify if they are subordinate clauses or main clauses

• Underline the conjunction with the rest of the clause

and is a co-ordinating conjunction

FANBOYS main clause



He dangled over the drop as an avalanche 
of snow hurtled into the chasm. At last, 
the avalanche stopped and he scrambled 
his way out of that ghastly crack.

Steps to success:

• Find the conjunctions

• Identify if they are subordinating or co-ordinating conjunctions

• Find the clauses in the sentence

• Identify if they are subordinate clauses or main clauses

• Underline the conjunction with the rest of the clause

as is a subordinating conjunction

main 
clause

subordinate
clause



Top tip  to 

remember

A subordinating clause comes after a 
subordinating conjunction and can come at 
the beginning, middle or end of a sentence.

Sentences joined by FANBOYS (co-
ordinating conjunctions) have two or more 
main clauses.



Today’s activity



Answers


