
Monday 11th January
Geography

Where is Antarctica? What 
is Antarctica made of?



What facts can you remember about 
Antarctica from last week?

Where is Antarctica on a map and on a 
globe?



Antarctica is a continent. Of all the continents in the 
world Antarctica is the 5th largest. 

It is found at the south on the Earth. It covers the 
South Pole with a surface area approximately twice 

the size of Australia. 

The other countries that are closest to Antarctica 
are South Africa, Australia and the closest is the 

southern tip of South America which is only 1000kms 
away.



Antarctica is floating ice.

What do you think?



It is land; though 99% of Antarctica 
is covered with a vast ice sheet. 

Antarctica is divided into two main 
areas - East Antarctica and West 

Antarctica separated by the 
Transantarctic Mountains that stretch 
3,540 kilometres across the continent. 
West Antarctica is the smallest of the 
two and has a peninsula that sticks 

out nearly 1,000km towards the 
southern tip of South America.

Use this website to explore Antarctica: https://discoveringantarctica.org.uk/introducing-
antarctica/what-where-why/

https://discoveringantarctica.org.uk/introducing-antarctica/what-where-why/


Let’s think about the globe…

The Earth is split into 2 
hemispheres: the 

northern and southern 
hemispheres.

These hemispheres are 
split by the equator.

Which hemisphere do 
you think Antarctica is 

in?



Task 1 – on your world map 
from your pack, label:

• Equator
• The northern hemisphere 
• The southern hemisphere.



What are these lines on the globe?



Lines of latitude and longitude are imaginary lines which help us identify a 

place using coordinates.



Lines of latitude show how 
north or south a location is 

on a globe.

Places with latitude (° S)
indicate that it is below 

the equator.

Places with latitude (° N)
indicate that it is above 

the equator.



Use the link below to explore latitude 
of Nottingham.

https://latitudelongitude.org/gb/nottingham/

Which hemisphere is Nottingham in? Does it 
have a northern or southern latitude?

https://latitudelongitude.org/gb/nottingham/


Two imaginary lines 
that circle the globe 
mark the boundaries 

of the tropics. 

The line called the 
Tropic of Cancer 

marks the northern 
edge. 

The line called the 
Tropic of Capricorn 
marks the southern 

edge. 



The tropics are the 
only part of Earth 

where the Sun 
sometimes shines 

straight down.

Because the 
sunlight is so strong, 

the tropics are 
generally warmer 
than other parts of 

Earth. Tropical 
temperatures are 

warm or hot 
throughout the 

year.



Arctic Circle

The very top part of the 
planet – the northern part of 
the globe – is the Arctic 
Circle. It's an imaginary 
geographic line 
that circles the top part of 
Canada, Russia, Greenland, 
Norway, Sweden, Alaska and 
Iceland. Most of the Arctic is 
actually frozen ocean.



Antarctic Circle

The Antarctic Circle is a 
special line of latitude 

that circles the Earth near 
the South Pole. All the lands 

between the Antarctic 
Circle and the South Pole 

are called Antarctica.



Task 2 – on your 
world map, label:

Tropic of Cancer

Tropic of Capricorn

Arctic circle

Antarctic circle



Next week we will 
continue looking at 
lines of latitude, and 
particularly think 
about what is 
special about the 
sunlight in the 
Antarctic Circle.


