
Jewish 

celebrations 

and 

family life



To which faith do these artefacts belong?



To which faith do these artefacts belong?

Judaism

Can you name any of them?



Can you name any of them?

challah

dreidals

Havdalah candle

Hanukkah

candlestick

- Hanukiah

Star of David Challah cover



Watch this video to meet a Jewish family.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zd9jxnb

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zd9jxnb


Jewish Artefcats

Let’s find out more



The Torah Scrolls

The Torah is the 

first 5 books of the 

Hebrew Bible.

These are the 

same as in the 

Christian Bible.

Torah means teaching and the law                                         

It has teachings such as the 10 commandments.



Torah Scroll and Mantle

The Torah has a cover over 

it called a mantle.

The handles are used to 

hold the Torah scroll. The 

scroll is not touched, so       

it does not get dirty.

A yad is used to point to the 

words that are being read.



Yads can be very different.

What is similar about them?

They have a hand at the end. Yad means hand.



A shield is sometimes  put 

around  the Torah.



A Crown is put at the top.



The Torah is written by Scribes.

It is written in 

Hebrew, which is 

written from the 

right to the left.                                   



It is written in unpointed Hebrew                 

– words without vowels.



The Mezuzah

The mezuzah is a piece of parchment. 

On it is written a small passage from 

the Torah. It is put in a case.

http://www.ahuva.com/detail.aspx?ID=5532
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Mezuzahklaf.jpg


Mezuzahs cases can be different.

It is put in an 

outside case 

to protect it.

http://www.ahuva.com/detail.aspx?ID=5998
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3a/Mezuzah%2C_taken_by_Tamara.jpg


Putting up the 

Mezuzah is a 

celebration.

• Each entrance must have a MEZUZAH. Even if the room 
has more than one entrance, each one needs a 
MEZUZAH.

• The MEZUZAH should be placed where the top third of 
the doorframe begins.

• The MEZUZAH should be on a little slant, the top 
towards the inside of the room.

• Before placing the MEZUZAH a blessing is said. 



Can you see where a mezuzah is 

or was?



Jewish men often wear a cap –

especially when reading the Torah.

It’s called a kippah.



Kippahs can show different 

patterns and colours.



Menorah and Hanukiah

http://www.xomba.com/hannukah_menorah_image_get_free_hannukah_clipart_images


The Menorah, with seven branches

is lit in the synagogue and it 

reminds Jews of the light in the 

temple of Jerusalem. 



The hanukiah, a nine-branched 

candlestick,  is lit at the festival of 

Hanukkah. 



The Tallit or Prayer shawl



The tallit is put on 

during morning prayers.

It is also worn at the 

synagogue and during 

celebrations.

The most important part of the tallet is the 

four corners with the fringes – these remind 

the Jews of God’s commandments. 



Can you remember what these artefacts looked

like?

Yad

Torah

Mezuzah

Tallit

Kippah

Hanukiah

Use them to help you complete the activity on the 

next slide.

There is no need to printout the sheet. You can

complete the task on a plain piece of paper or on 

a computer.




