
Monday 4th January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Firstly, I am so sorry for the late arrival of this email. The teachers2parents service has clearly 

been too busy this evening and we just haven’t been able to log in. Thank you so much for 

your patience. 

I expect most of you joined me in tuning in to Boris Johnson’s announcement this evening. 

One of the new, national safety measures announced was that all schools in England will be 

closed, as from tomorrow, in order to minimise the spread of coronavirus. Please know that 

we were not informed of this decision ahead of tonight’s briefing and I apologise in advance 

for any errors in this rather hurriedly composed email! 

School-Based Provision 

School will remain open for vulnerable children and children of key workers throughout this 

closure period. Definitions of the above can be found via the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-

educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-

educational-provision  

A booking system for this school-based provision will be shared with you tomorrow but for 

the remainder of this week, if you believe you meet the definitions provided and you require 

childcare, your child can continue to attend school. For this week, they should make their way 

to their own classroom as they usually do, following our one-way system. As we have no idea 

of the demand for this provision at the moment, we would ask that you adhere to our current 

staggered start and end times to avoid the playground and paths around school from getting 

too busy.  

If you require before or after school childcare, ARK will continue to operate as usual for this 

week. We will review our wraparound provision once we have a clearer idea of numbers 

attending, although please be assured that extended hours childcare will remain available for 

children of key workers. 

As during the previous lockdown, children in school will be covering the same learning as that 

set for children working at home. They will work under the supervision of and with the 

support of a teacher or teaching assistant.  

If you are not eligible under the above criteria, unfortunately, we are unable to offer 

childcare provision and we ask that you do not send your child/children into school from 

tomorrow onwards.  

Learning at Home 

As there has been no notice of this announcement and teachers had planned for face-to-face 

learning this week, it will take a little time for teachers to adapt their lessons for learning at 

home. 
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I would ask that for tomorrow, parents access the year group specific work that is posted on 

our website: https://abbeyroadprimary.co.uk/parents/helping-your-child-at-home/ 

From Wednesday, a daily timetable of home learning will be posted to the class pages of our 

school website. For each day, teachers will provide 3/4 hours of learning activities, covering 

the whole curriculum. During each week, provision will include a mixture of video lessons, 

written tasks, practical tasks and Teams assignments. Teachers will provide details of how 

work should be submitted for feedback and they will also provide contact details, should you 

have any questions or require further support. 

We will try our very best to limit the number of tasks that require printing as we know that 

not everyone has access to a printer at home. 

The home-learning activities do rely on having online access. Please be mindful of safer 

internet use when your child is completing tasks online (this webpage provides you with 

information regarding filters for your home internet: 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-

offered-your-home-internet-provider) and please do not hesitate to let us know if you 

have any issues in accessing the internet. Similarly, if you require support with accessing a 

device to help with home learning, please get in touch as we may be able to provide 

equipment on loan. 

School Meals 

If your child usually receives free school meals, we will be in touch to provide you with 

further details of how these will be received.  

------------------------------------------------------- 

I totally understand that the news of school closure may be overwhelming – especially at such 

short notice. Undoubtedly, it will have an impact on you and your family and it’s far from 

ideal, but please know we remain absolutely committed to do everything we can to support 

you and your children, whether they are at school or at home. 

Many thanks, as ever, for your continued support. 

Ly Toom 
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