


Water
Keep referring to your knowledge organiser – see web page

Today there are 2 tasks for you to 
complete. 

Activity 1
Activity 2 – research task



What have we 
learned about water 

in the UK so far?

Use your knowledge
organiser and work from 
yesterday to help you.

Water conservation:
What can we do?





What is water 
stress?

What do water 
companies in 
the UK do to 
offset water 
stress?

What can you remember?



Today’s question: 
What is water 

scarcity?

Do you think we have water 
scarcity in the UK?
Why/Why not?



What does water scarcity mean?

Scarcity means something is in 
short supply or it can mean a 
shortage.



Where do you think the least 
amount of fresh water is in 
the world?

Why do you think there is not 
much water there?



Dry    Wet   

Global soil “dryness”.

Look at this map of the world.
Find the world’s driest places. 
Use the map on the next slide to help you name those 
countries.





Dry    Wet   
What can you say about the world’s driest countries?
Describe where they are. Use these questions to help you.

Which hemisphere are they in? Which continent? 
Use general lines of reference (Equator, Tropic of Cancer, 
Tropic of Capricorn)on the map. Are they north or south 
of these lines? Are they east or west of the UK?
Are they coastal or inland? 

Activity
see PDF



Now look at these maps.
The top map shows how 
dry the soil is around the 
world.
The bottom map shows 
where it rains the most in 
the world.

What link can you make 
between the two maps?
The world’s driest countries 
are where it rains the least. 
Is this what you would 
expect?
Add this information to 
your work on wet and dry 
countries of the world.



Mountain ranges of the world. 

Highlands are light to dark brown in colour. Lowlands 
are green to dark green. 
What else can you say about some dry countries?

Add this to your information activity

The driest places 
in the world are 

some of the 
highest places in 

the world! 



Is that the same or 
different for the UK?



What does water scarcity mean?

Scarcity means something is in 
short supply or it can mean a 
shortage.

On our world maps where would 
you expect to see water scarcity?



Rainfall

What does this slide tell you?

Soil dryness



Rainfall Water shortage

What does this slide tell you?

Soil dryness



Water shortage

There are 2 types of water scarcity:
Physical

Economic



Rainfall Water shortage

What does this slide tell you?
In some countries, even though lots of rain falls and 
the land is not too dry, there is still a water shortage 
or water scarcity. 

Soil dryness



Soil drynessRainfall
Water 
scarcityAltitude

What does this slide tell you?
Water scarcity can be for a variety of 
reasons:
Including physical and economical 
reasons.
What does that mean?

Poverty



Governments do not invest money in water. They do
not or cannot invest enough money on capturing or 
saving fresh water.



• Tanzania is a country in Africa 
and is known as a water-scarce 
country. 

• This means the demand for 
water exceeds the amount of 
water available.

• Approximately 24 million people 
in Tanzania DO NOT have access 
to safe water. 

• Tanzania has a population of 
about 56 million people.

• Around 43% of the population 
live in poverty and struggle to 
access water on a daily basis. 

• This is almost HALF the 
population.



Tanzania’s water availability is so poor
that many households have a limited
amount of water to use daily.
Tanzania’s water has to be used for
many different purposes, which lessens
its availability for the average person.



This is an 
estimate for how 
water is used in 
Tanzania.



Tanzania            UK

How is water use 
different in the 
UK to Tanzania?



Let’s take a closer look.

Approximately 22% of

people in Tanzania have
piped water connected to
their house and can use a
tap.

100% of people in the UK have piped water connected to their 

house and can use a tap.



Some poor people in
Africa spend around two
to three hours a day
fetching water from rural
and urban areas to use
and drink.

Less privileged people in the UK have access to water on a
daily basis and all homes have piped water.



Tanzania has limited
access to a consistent
water supply and often
experiences drought. This
dries up water in the area
and makes it difficult to
distribute water.

The UK has a number of
water treatment plants that
can store and reserve water
all year round. The rainfall in
the UK is constant and
drought rarely occurs.



There are many rules and
regulations in the UK to
ensure the water supplied to
people is clean and free from
bacteria and parasites. The
majority of children under
five have a high survival rate.

Due to the lack of clean water
in Tanzania, many people
suffer from poor hygiene.
Poor hygiene leads to disease
and sickness. Survival rates
for children under five are
very low.



If you had to live in a country 
with limited access to water, 
how would you prioritise the 
actual water you receive?

What would you sacrifice?



How could water use and availability be improved?

What could we do to help?

Find out what one water charity is doing with 
donations they receive in Tanzania and its 
neighbouring country Kenya. 

See Florence’s story on

What does clean water mean to her and her 
classmates? Write down at least 3 ways that she 
benefits from it.

https://thewaterproject.org/why-water/water-crisis

https://thewaterproject.org/why-water/water-crisis

