
 

 

 

 

Abbey Road Primary School, Tewkesbury Close, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5ND 

Tel: 0115 9748055     E-mail: office@abbeyroadprimary.co.uk  
 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Learning at Home 

I just wanted to extend my thanks and say a huge well done to our home learning families. As I 

have said many times, we know it isn’t easy and we appreciate your efforts so much. I know that 

class teachers are in regular contact with you via their daily home learning posts and the year 

group email, but I just wanted to take the opportunity to add my thanks as well. I know from 

class teachers, how well children are engaging with the tasks set – but I recognise that this 

involves a lot of support from you.       

We heard from the Prime Minister last week, that it was hoped schools could begin to reopen 

more widely from 8th March, providing the vaccination programme is delivered as expected and 

lockdown measures have the desired impact on transmission rates. We are expecting more 

details to be announced on Monday 22nd February and I am sure you will be listening in with 

interest as closely as we will! As I have said before, we want nothing more than to have all of the 

children back in school, but we recognise that this has to happen at a time when it is deemed to 

be safe and within the guidelines set by the government. Whatever plan is announced, please 

know that we will communicate how things will work here at Abbey Road, as soon as is practically 

possible.  

Express Yourself 

This week is Children’s Mental Health Week – a subject that is surely more 

relevant than ever during these unprecedented times. The theme for this 

year is ‘Express Yourself’ and is all about encouraging children to share 

their feelings, thoughts or ideas; helping them to feel good about 

themselves. 

I know that teachers have already shared some related activities with you via the school website 

and Twitter feed, but if this is a subject you would like to explore further, the following link 

provides parents and carers with some top tips and access to a range of activities.  

Parents and Carers - Children's Mental Health Week 2021 

School Hours 

Please can I remind parents whose children are attending school at the moment, that our 

staggered start and end times are still in place, just as they were in the autumn term. During 

recent weeks, we have noticed these timings begin to slip. For example, this week, we have seen 

children arriving at school before 8.30am, when their official start-time isn’t until 8.50. In some 

cases, children are arriving unaccompanied and are therefore unsupervised until classroom 

doors open. Because we want to avoid children and parents congregating outside classroom 

doors, we ask that you please be mindful of the following timings: 

 

Abbey Road News 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


We have always stated that we are willing 

to be flexible where siblings are being 

dropped off, and this remains absolutely 

the case, but please consider a time 

which falls between the two (or three) 

times you are working to. An example 

would be, if a parent has children in both 

Year 1 and Year 3, they should aim to 

arrive at the first classroom no earlier 

than 8.45am and 3.15pm.  

I appreciate that parents may need to get 

to work for a specific time, but ARK are 

here before and after school, for parents 

who require childcare outside of school 

hours and I am always happy to speak with parents on an individual basis, where there are 

particular circumstances that make the above timings difficult. 

We have also noticed an increasing number of children arriving late, which sometimes leads to 

children needing to be delivered to the school office – something we are trying very hard to 

avoid at the moment. The playground gates close at 9am, which is our latest start time. Please 

could I ask that children arrive by this time (unless there is a valid reason, such as a medical 

appointment or where an alternative time has been agreed on an individual basis). 

School-based Provision for Key Workers and Vulnerable Children 

If you are a key worker or your child is deemed to be vulnerable and you have not yet booked a 

place for your child for the days you require next week, please make sure you do so before 

midday tomorrow at the very latest.  

I would remind parents that government guidance does state that ‘parents and carers who are 

critical workers should keep their children at home if they can’. We are very much here to support 

our key worker families, but we would ask that parents support us and only book the days that 

are absolutely required so we can keep numbers in school as low as they possibly can be.  

Booking Form for w/b 08/02/21 – please click this link: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XWbxoggSYkKv3ND7MkkAsqm

8mjRm5fVGjFDcdZ5ASsdUOEQwNjRFUjNYU0c0M0FTNVFMWVZJRFpRNi4u   

A new form for the w/b 22nd February will be shared with you next Monday. 

Take care and stay safe, 

 

Ly Toom 

 Start time End time 

EYFS 8.50-9.00 3.20-3.30 

Year 1 8.40-8.50 3.10-3.20 

Year 2 8.30-8.40 3.00-3.10 

Year 3 8.50-9.00 3.20-3.30 

Year 4 8.40-8.50 3.10-3.20 

Year 5 8.50-9.00 3.20-3.30 

Year 6 8.30-8.40 3.00-3.10 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XWbxoggSYkKv3ND7MkkAsqm8mjRm5fVGjFDcdZ5ASsdUOEQwNjRFUjNYU0c0M0FTNVFMWVZJRFpRNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XWbxoggSYkKv3ND7MkkAsqm8mjRm5fVGjFDcdZ5ASsdUOEQwNjRFUjNYU0c0M0FTNVFMWVZJRFpRNi4u

