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Week 1 Support Sheet 
 

This is a great unit that provides plenty of stretch and challenge. There will be an 

opportunity to revise the basics such as “tengo…” (“I have”) but also to learn some 

important new vocabulary along with some useful connectives to help us expand and develop 

our skills in Spanish. Your pupils will be introduced to eight nouns for common pets (along 

with their gender and associated indefinite article (the Spanish word for “a” or “an”). As 

this is an INTERMEDIATE TEACHING UNIT we will spend less time on consolidating our 

knowledge of simply the name and article for each pet and more time USING, 

DEVELOPING AND EXPANDING this vocabulary into full Spanish sentences and phrases. 

The presentation of new language happens much quicker in Intermediate Units as pupils 

should be able to remember words more easily now as they have had lots of practice. 

 

It may take classes longer than 6-weeks to get through this unit and that is absolutely 

fine. Each lesson comes with enough material for up to an hour lesson so some worksheets 

may be omitted or perhaps sent home for completion as homework. The main requirement 

is to complete each lesson’s PowerPoint. In this unit you will cover all 4 key language skills 

(speaking, listening, reading and writing) along with some key grammar “Tengo…” (the first 

person version of the verb “tener” (to have), the negative structure “No tengo…”, how to 

say “que se llama…” (“that is called”) and also introduce your pupils to the common 

Spanish connectives ”y” (“and”) as well as  ”pero” (“but”). 

 

We will really get to see how language is put together to make longer and more meaningful 

phrases. Your pupils will be exposed to and expected to produce more complex language 

going forward including connectives, opinions and negative structures. This will enable then 

to express themselves in more detail and with greater sophistication in Spanish. As always, 

we will help by guiding them and their work (often including a structured scaffold) but the 

final tasks in each lesson will always be their own. They will be given the tools to be able to 

produce a short spoken and/or written piece in Spanish, clearly demonstrating substantial 

progress over the 6-weeks of the unit.  

 

In this first lesson of the unit we will introduce the children to the vocabulary for each of 

the eight pets along with the gender of each noun (masculine or feminine) and with that 

the associated indefinite article (the word for “a” or “an”) for each noun - “UN” (the 

masculine indefinite article) and “UNA” (the feminine indefinite article).  

 

Plenty of oral repetition is essential in this first lesson and the usual techniques apply. The 

trick is to vary the activities as much as possible. The words need to be said again and 

again and in as many different ways as possible, ensuring the children always repeat the 

“UN” / “UNA” as well as the noun for each pet in Spanish. This is essential. 
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Key Language 
 

¿Tienes una mascota? =  Do you have a pet? 

Un  =  A (masculine form) 

Una  =  A (feminine form) 

Un perro   =   A dog 

Un gato  =   A cat 

Un conejo  =   A rabbit 

Un hámster   =   A hamster 

Un pez rojo  =   A goldfish 

Un ratón   =   A mouse 

Una cotorra  =   A parrot 

Una tortuga  =   A tortoise 

 

 

Introduce the new vocabulary using the ‘Pets 1’ PowerPoint provided in your resources 

pack.  

 

Plenty of oral repetition is essential and the usual techniques apply. The trick is to vary 

the activities as much as possible. The words need to be said again and again and as in as 

many different ways as possible. 

 

 

 

Slide 1  Title of lesson Teacher reads (plays the voice files) and 

class repeats. A few choral repetitions. 

Ask the children if they can guess what 

the Spanish means. The question mark and 

picture are clues.  

 

  It is the question “Do you have a pet 

(animal)?” in Spanish. 
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Slides 2-9  Pictures All the pictures of the pets. No writing, 

just audio files. 

 

Slide 2  -  un perro 

Slide 3 -  un hámster 

Slide 4  –  un pez rojo 

Slide 5  –  un gato 

Slide 6  –  un conejo 

Slide 7  –  un ratón 

Slide 8  –  una cotorra 

Slide 9  –  una tortuga  
 

NB: We do not show the written word for each pet until after the children have heard the 

words pronounced correctly repeatedly. Some of the spellings and pronunciations in 

Spanish can be tricky. If children see the Spanish word written first they will 

automatically try to pronounce it phonetically using their understanding of phonics and 

letter patterns in English. Unfortunately, in many cases, that will result in incorrect 

Spanish pronunciation! It can become challenging to correct incorrect pronunciation once it 

has “stuck” so it’s important to hear it, repeat it and embed it correctly as early as 

possible.  

 

Slides 10-18  Pictures and writing All the pictures of the pets with audio and 

writing.  

Slide 11  -  un perro 

Slide 12  -  un hámster 

Slide 13  –  un pez rojo 

Slide 14  –  un gato 

Slide 15  –  un conejo 

Slide 16  –  un ratón 

Slide 17  –  una cotorra 

Slide 18  –  una tortuga  

 

Slide 19  All pictures on one slide Teacher points to the picture and says or 

plays the voice file for each pet.  Allow 

one choral and one individual repetition for 

each pet. Ask children to come to IWB, 

pick a pet, say it in Spanish (concentrate 

on correct pronunciation) and cross it off. 

Allow them to choose. Do this until all the 

pets are crossed off. 
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Slides 20-27  Simple listening Each slide has an audio icon that the teacher or 

a pupil plays (ideally just once to start with). It 

will play the article and noun for a pet in 

Spanish. The pupils have three pet images on 

the same slide and have to decide if what they 

hear corresponds to image A, B or C. The best 

way is to keep children where they are for this 

part of the lesson and ask them to jot their 

answer down on a piece of paper or mini white 

board. Working in pairs is also good for this 

activity. They can then raise their paper / 

board when they have their answer (a letter) 

written down. The teacher/pupil can then play 

the audio file again allowing pupils a chance to 

change their answer if they want to.  

 

  There are 8 slides, one for each pet. The 

answer appears on each slide when you click. 

There is no need for oral repetition by the 

class as this is a listening exercise. 

 

  The answers are as follows: 

  Slide 20  –  B  - un perro 

Slide 21  -  C  - un ratón 

Slide 22  –  A  - una tortuga  

Slide 23  –  A  – un gato 

Slide 24  -  C  - un hámster 

Slide 25  –  A  – un pez rojo 

Slide 26  –  B  - una cotorra 

Slide 27  -   A  - un conejo 

 

Slide 28  All pictures on one  

 slide Another opportunity to see and hear all the 

pets on one slide.   

 

Slide 29-36  Pictures disappear The pictures now disappear one by one. The 

children have to guess which pet is missing and 

say it out loud (ask for hands up otherwise they 

will all shout once they have worked it out). Ask 

in English “Which pet is missing?” We want the 

children to remember and say the correct 

article and noun with accurate pronunciation in 
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Spanish! You can play the audio file for each 

disappeared image repeatedly to help embed 

correct pronunciation.  

 

  The images disappear in the following order: 

  Slide 29  –  un perro 

Slide 30  -  un gato 

Slide 31  –  un ratón  

Slide 32  –  un conejo 

Slide 33  -  un pez rojo 

Slide 34  –  una cotorra (they must say una) 

Slide 35  –  un hámster  

Slide 36  - una tortuga (listen for the una 

again) 

 

Slides 37-38  Simple reading  

 & matching The children simply have to draw a line from 

the written word to the correct picture. Use 

the tools available on your interactive board to 

draw a visual line or pupils can draw an 

imaginary line with their finger. Answers appear 

on slide 38. 

 

Slides 39-40  Gap-fill spellings The children have now seen the spellings a few 

times and can attempt to fill in the missing 

letters. They can do this on paper, mini white 

boards or directly on the IWB. The answers 

appear on slide 40.  

 

  If you are feeling generous you could leave 

slide 38 on the screen an allow your pupils a 

minute or so to really focus on the accurate 

spellings before moving to slide 39.  

 

  Weaker students could come to the board first 

and fill in the letters they can work out. It 

doesn’t have to be all the letters for one pet, it 

could be only any letters for any of the gaps on 

the board. The aim is to get the children to 

retain some of the spellings as accurately as 

possible. 
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Slides 41-53  Extra challenge 

 

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

   

    

The lesson is effectively finished and teachers

may wish to stop and move on to the next lesson 
or the consolidation activities provided.

Should you wish to offer a little more stretch 
and challenge or have a longer lesson then this

extra challenge section is suitable.

It focusses on the concept of GENDER in 
Spanish. We explain that all nouns in Spanish

have “gender” and are either masculine or 
feminine. We explain that masculine nouns take 
the Spanish indefinite article (the word for “a”)

“UN” and feminine nouns take the Spanish

indefinite article “UNA”.

This series of slides draws focus to this and

ask the children to consider this concept with a 
few simple tasks.  

 

   

Slides 54-55 Dictionary work We also explain to the children how to 

determine if a noun is masculine or feminine 

from the notation provided in a foreign 

language dictionary or online reference site. 

 

  Slide 54 provides a list of words for your pupils 

to look up in a dictionary to determine if they 

are masculine or feminine. Answers are 

provided on slide 55. 

 

Slide 56 Indefinite article Final mention of the indefinite article concept.  

 

Slide 57  Target question A final repeat of the target question for the 

lesson “¿Tienes una mascota?” (“Do you have 

a pet?”). 

 

  How many of the eight pets can they remember 

in Spanish. No help at this stage!  

 

 

 

 



 

  

Unit - ¿Tienes una mascota? | Page 10 

 

 

 

  

 

  

    

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

We are firm believers at Language Angels that teaching the foundations of basic foreign

language grammar is essential. We cover the grammar appropriate to KS2 in many of our 
units (not just this pets unit). The concept of the gender of nouns along with the impact

this has on their associated articles (definite articles are the word for “the” and

indefinite articles are the word for “a” or “an”) is vital, not just for Spanish but for 
language learning in general. Foreign languages often work differently to English and the

children must become aware of the difference and explore the concepts behind them.

If you would like to investigate and teach specific lessons on the most important key

grammar points relevant to KS2, you can do so via our series of separate grammar lessons. 
You can find these in our various Teaching Types with each grammar based lesson labelled

“Grammar Explained”. Each lesson has its own series of explanatory PowerPoints and 
written activities to enable you to explore each grammar concept in detail with your

classes.

NB: These extra grammar lessons are not compulsory! We provide sufficient explanation

for all of the required grammar throughout our normal units. Our more in-depth grammar 
lessons are provided if you want to get deeper in to the grammar behind what we

introduce in our units.

The grammar point relating to this lesson that is explored further is our GRAMMAR 
EXPLAINED LESSON - INDEFINITE ARTICLES.

We explain how, in Spanish, there are more ways to say ‘a’ than in English. We explain that 
all nouns in Spanish have “gender” and are either masculine or feminine. We explain that 
masculine nouns take the Spanish indefinite article (the word for “a”) “UN” and feminine 
nouns take the Spanish indefinite article “UNA”.

Generally, the children accept this without too many questions. They may not fully 
understand why, they may even think it strange but they listen, accept it and take it on

board.  

 

 

A few other consolidation games (apart from the interactive games provided) can also be 

played after the lesson and/or during the week. 

 

Thinking Game:  Think of a pet.  The children have to guess which pet the teacher is 

thinking of. If they are clever they can work out which pet the teacher is thinking of by a 

process of elimination. Which guesses have been wrong so far and which pets are left to 

guess from? How do we say these words in Spanish? Is it UN or UNA? There are only two 

that are UNA. Can they remember which? 
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Mouthing Game: Mouth the word for a pet without actually saying it out loud.  The 

children put up their hand if they recognise the word. The child who guesses correctly can 

then come to the front of the class and mouth the next pet. 

 

Acting Game: Act out / mime the pet or make noise the pet makes. The children guess 

what the pet is in Spanish.  

 

Concentration spans can be short so to keep pupils motivated change activity as much as 

possible. You could play all three of the above games if you have the time and can find the 

energy throughout the week! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




