
 

 

 

 

 

Abbey Road Primary School, Tewkesbury Close, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5ND 

Tel: 0115 9748055     E-mail: office@abbeyroadprimary.co.uk  

Dear Parents/Carers  

As the school year draws to a close, we have enjoyed days of sunshine, sport, outdoor activity, trips 

out and special events in school and there are plenty of photos on our website and twitter feed of 

these happy, summer times! 
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But we know that the year hasn’t all been quite as smooth sailing! We have continued to try our best 

to keep up with the ever-changing government guidance. The spring term started with another 

extended period of school closure and lots of children back to home learning. Many families and staff 

members have also had to manage further periods of self-isolation, whilst continuing to juggle their 

other, everyday commitments.  

I have thanked you many times during the course of this bumpy ride and I am sincerely grateful for 

your continued support, patience and understanding at all stages. I know that moments have been 

frustrating and worrying but I do feel very proud of all we’ve achieved as a community, to overcome 

difficulties and adapt to new and challenging situations. 

This letter details our current plans for September. Please take time to read this information carefully 

as there are a number of changes. However, it must be noted that these plans remain provisional. The 

government may have pressed ahead with stage 5 and restrictions may have been lifted across the 

country, but we do not yet know where we will be in September, and it may well be that these plans 

need to change. I will write again over the summer holiday, just before our return date, to confirm 

arrangements. 

Start and End Times 

From September, we will be returning to our usual start and end times. However, instead of lining up 

on the playground, we are going to continue having children come straight to their classroom as they 

arrive. Classroom doors will be open between 8.40 and 8.50am and this is when children should arrive 

at school each morning. Teachers and/or Teaching Assistants will meet children at the door and take 

any quick messages from parents and carers. (If you have anything longer you wish to discuss, please 

call or email to arrange an appointment or arrange to speak with the teacher at the end of the day.) 

Classroom doors will close at 8.50am when registration will take place and morning lessons will begin.  

Any child arriving after this will need to be brought to the main entrance to be signed in by office 

staff. Any child arriving after 8.55am will be marked as ‘late’. If a child arrives after 9.10am, this will be 

marked as an unauthorised absence. 

At the end of the day, school gates will open at 3.20pm and teachers will begin the ‘hometime 

handover’ at 3.25pm. No child will be able to leave before this time unless this has been pre-arranged 

with the office – eg: because of a medical appointment. Older children who walk home 

unaccompanied, will be dismissed at 3.30pm.  

As school will be much busier during these times, we ask that children do not ride scooters or bikes 

on our paths and playgrounds. We would really appreciate your support in asking children to walk 

with their wheels instead! 
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Uniform 

Children should come to school dressed in school uniform, unless different clothing has been specified 

(see below). Our school uniform is as follows: 

• Grey/navy school trousers or shorts 

• Grey/navy skirt or pinafore dress 

• Blue and white checked dress  

• White shirt or white polo shirt 

• Navy blue sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan (Please note that fleeces sold by our uniform provider, 

Kit Out are for outdoor wear and do not replace sweatshirts) 

• Plain dark or white socks or tights 

• Plain black shoes, which your child can fasten themselves (leather-style shoes will be most practical 

as fabric-style shoes get wet very easily.) 

PE Kit 

We would like to continue with the policy of children coming to school dressed in their PE kit on days 

when they have PE. We have found that this maximises the amount of time spent doing physical 

activity, rather than spending this time getting changed.  

We do have set colours for PE kit and from September we will insist on this. Teachers will let children 

and/or parents know if clothing is not appropriate.  

Our PE uniform is as follows: 

• White t-shirt (or navy ‘Abbey Road’ t-shirt) 

• Navy/black shorts and navy/black joggers or leggings 

• Plimsolls/trainers 

• Plain navy or black sweatshirt or hoodie 

Lunchtime and Break Times 

From September, children will all return to eating their lunch in the hall, rather than eating separately 

in classrooms and we will return to the cafeteria system, with children collecting their lunch on trays. 

Nottinghamshire County Council has decided to continue with the single choice menu for the start of 

the autumn term. We anticipate that hot lunch options (eg: jacket potato) will return later in the year. 

Children will all have their morning break together at the same time. Children in Foundation Stage will 

stay on their playground and field. Children in Year 1 will also have the option of remaining in this 

area. They will also be able to join the children from Years 2 to 6. These children have access to the 

main field, middle playground, front playground and reading garden. Each area is designed for 

different games and children will be told about the games they can play in the different zones.  

Afternoon break will take place in single year groups, at the teachers’ discretion. There may be days 

where the pupils do not have a set fifteen-minute break on the playground, for example, if they are 

participating in a practical activity such as Forest School or PE, where shorter breaks will be built into 

the teaching session. 

A rota will be in place for the bike track, with different year groups invited to bring their bikes on 

different days. The track will also continue to be used in PE lessons and for bike club. 

Covid-19 – Control Measures 

Pupils should not come into school if they have symptoms of Covid-19 or if they have had a positive 

test result.  



If anyone develops symptoms while in school, however mild, we will ask that you collect your child 

and suggest they take a PCR test. If the outcome is negative, they will be able to return immediately, 

assuming they feel well enough. 

While we anticipate that some of our current control measures will not be required from September, 

we will continue to: 

• ensure good hygiene for everyone. 

• maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 

• keep classrooms and other occupied spaces well ventilated. 

• follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

Self-isolation and/or testing of close contacts 

From 16th August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate 

if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, 

children will be contacted by Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive 

case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised 

to do so. 

School will continue to work together with the local health protection teams in the case of a local 

outbreak. If there is an outbreak in school, a director of public health might advise a setting to 

temporarily reintroduce some control measures. If this happens, we will obviously inform you 

immediately and notify you of any changes we need to introduce. 

Farewell to Year 6 

On Wednesday we will bid farewell to our Year 6 children. Their final year of primary school hasn’t 

quite followed the well-trodden path of Abbey Roaders before them, but they have made the most of 

every minute, working hard and having plenty of fun too! We hope their final primary school days 

provide them with more happy memories to treasure – they still have a visit to the Mill Adventure Base 

and a leaver’s celebration day to look forward to. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every member of 6W and 6G our very best 

wishes for the future. They have many different individual qualities and talents, and I am sure they will 

continue to shine. I would also like to thank our Year 6 parents for their support over the years – 

especially those who will be reading an Abbey Road newsletter for the last time. 

Summer Term Dates 

Tuesday 27th July – Year 6 visit to The Mill Adventure Base 

Wednesday 28th July – Last day of term 

Thursday 29th July – Monday 30th August – Summer holidays 

Tuesday 31st August and Wednesday 1st September – INSET Days 

Thanks again for your support during this challenging year. I hope you all have a happy summer 

holiday and enjoy some precious family time together. 
 

Take care and stay safe, 

       

 

 

Ly Toom 
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