
  

 

 

 

Abbey Road Primary School, Tewkesbury Close, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5ND 

Tel: 0115 9748055     E-mail: office@abbeyroadprimary.co.uk   

Dear Parents/Carers  

It’s hard to believe that we are almost at the end of September, and we’ve been back at school for nearly a 

month already! Everyone seems to have settled into school routines brilliantly, including our Rainbows and 

Sunshines who have already packed so much into their short time here.  

We plan lots of different activities to bring learning to life here at Abbey Road – the photos below provide 

just a small snapshot of our curriculum provision. As well as being super-busy during the school day, children 

have been making the most of the extra-curricular activities on offer. So many have signed up for old 

favourites such as Glee Club and Bike Club and it has been lovely to see children discovering and exploring 

new interests and skills too. 

  

Happy’s Circus!  

Having a circus at school was a new experience for us and it certainly proved to be a very exciting day… 

from the minute the tent appeared to the journey home in the dark after show number two! The HSA 

have sent a link asking for your feedback about the circus. If you want to share your views, please take 

the time to send a response. 
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Free School Meals & Pupil Premium Funding 

It is important that all parents who receive one of the benefits listed below, register their child(ren) for 

free school meals. Not only will this this provide children with access to a hot lunch and milk each day, it 

also enables school to claim ‘pupil premium’ funding, which is additional money given to schools to help 

raise attainment. This can help us to buy new equipment and resources to support your child and can 

also be used to support in the payment of school trips and residential visits. 

Free school meals are available to pupils in receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of, one or more of 

the qualifying benefits below: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 

assessed by earning from up to three of your most recent assessment periods).  

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual gross income of no more than 

£16,190  

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after the person stops qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit) 

If you think that you may qualify for Free School Meals, you can follow this link and apply at:  

Free school meals and milk | Nottinghamshire County Council 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): temporary extension of eligibility 

• There is a temporary extension of free school meals eligibility for children of those who have no 

recourse to public funds. Families in these groups cannot apply online and should 

telephone 0300 500 80 80 to apply. 

If you are eligible, the start date will normally be within two working days of parents contacting us and 

entitlement being confirmed. 

Wraparound Childcare 

After half-term, Lime Trees will be taking over the provision of wraparound care at Abbey Road. I know 

you have recently received information about Lime Trees by email from the school office, this should 

have included registration forms and booking details. All parents wanting to access before and after 

school childcare will need to complete this documentation as it cannot be transferred from one 

organisation to the other for data protection reasons. 

ARK will be continuing to provide before and after school childcare for children in Foundation, Year 1 

and Year 2; breakfast provision will also be available for Year 3 children. This service will operate from the 

Children’s Centre. If you require any more information about this, please contact Wendy on 07949669899. 

I am sorry if there has been any confusion about the provision available. From 1st November, Lime Trees 

will be the official provider in school but I understand that some parents will continue to use other 

providers, including ARK.  
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Appeal for Grow Vouchers 

Abbey Road has registered as a ‘Growing School’ with Morrisons supermarket. If 

you usually shop at Morrisons, we would really appreciate you joining the scheme 

and collecting the Grow vouchers for us. 

For every £10 you spend (in store or online) at Morrisons, you’ll get a Grow Token to help school. 

Download the MyMorrisons app today to start collecting Grow Tokens, and choose Abbey Road as the 

school you’d like to donate them to. 

Please share this information with friends and family who use Morrisons to help us to access lots of new 

gardening equipment for school. 

Covid-19 Update 

As explained in the letter sent on 7th September, schools have been advised that it is not necessary to 

inform parents of every individual case of Covid-19 which is reported at school. However, I felt it was 

important to let you know that since this letter, we have had further confirmed cases within different year 

groups across school.  

At the moment, none of these cases are linked because individuals have not been identified as close 

contacts of each other. Please know that we are keeping a very close eye on the situation and, if cases 

continue to escalate and spread within school, further controls would be promptly introduced, in liaison 

with the local health protection team, and you would be kept fully informed. 

Autumn Term Parents Evenings 

On Monday, you will receive a letter with details of our first Parents Evening of the year. These meetings 

will provide you with the opportunity to talk to your child’s class teacher; to discuss how your child has 

settled into their new class and to find out how they are getting on, both socially and academically.  

Meetings will be held virtually, by video call – as they were last year. Full instructions for booking 

appointments and accessing the meetings will be provided within the letter. 

Outside of these formal meetings with teachers, please know that you can communicate with us in many 

different ways. Our office staff are always happy to help and you can talk to them in-person or by using 

the contact details on the front page of this letter. Class teachers and teaching assistants are available 

for quick messages first thing in the morning or at the end of the school day. If you wish to discuss 

anything at greater length, you can arrange a phone call or meeting with your child’s class teacher. Office 

staff are happy to forward emails or messages, or you can write a note in your child’s reading 

diary/organiser. Should you wish to raise something directly with me, my email address is 

head@abbeyroadprimary.co.uk – but please bear in mind that class teachers are often best placed to 

answer your class-related queries, in the first instance. 

Volunteer Readers 

We are currently on the look-out for volunteer readers - parents and carers who would like to get 

involved in supporting children in school with their reading. If you are interested, please contact Mrs 

Horton – tina.horton@abbeyroadprimary.co.uk – and she will provide you with more details. 
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Parking Near School 

We have unfortunately received a handful of complaints from local residents this term about 

inconsiderate parking by parents at drop-off and pick-up times. This has included cars being parked on 

dropped kerbs, totally blocking driveways. You may only be away from your car for a short time, but we 

just ask that you consider the frustration this causes to other road-users. 

If you absolutely need to use a car to bring your children to school, please park in a way that is safe and 

considerate – for example, parking further away from school, where roads are less congested, and walking 

for part of your journey. 

Can I also please remind you that parents and carers should not be using either the Children’s Centre or 

school car parks, unless this has been specifically agreed with a member of staff at school.  

Nut Allergies 

As I am sure you will appreciate, we have a number of children in school with allergies. In all cases, it is 

essential that we are kept informed and know about the details of what to be aware of/avoid and any 

specific dietary requirements and/or medication needs. 

Whilst some allergic reactions are milder, we do have some children in school with more severe allergies, 

which means that they can develop an extreme, potentially life-threatening allergic reaction. This includes 

a small number of children with severe nut allergies – where a reaction could be triggered by eating but 

also by simply being touched on the skin or smelling the breath of someone who has had nuts or a 

product containing nuts. In extreme cases, this allergy can trigger anaphylactic shock (which can cause 

breathing and swallowing difficulties). Staff in school are trained in the use of Epi-pens (adrenaline auto-

injectors) and we hold a number of prescribed pens in school.  

Our school kitchen is a nut-free zone - none of the ingredients provided for our school meals contain 

any traces of nuts. However, following guidance from the School Health team, we do not refer to 

ourselves as being a ‘nut-free school’. So many products are labelled as ‘may contain nuts’ and we cannot 

check the contents of every lunchbox and every bag on a daily basis. However, we do politely request 

that you refrain from sending your child into school with any products directly containing nuts – 

eg: peanut butter in sandwiches. We appreciate this is an additional check for you to make but 

hope that you understand the reason behind this request.  

We do speak to the children about allergies and allergic reactions as part of our health education 

programme and, just as children with allergies learn to check the foods they are offered, we teach all of 

the children the importance of not sharing their food or products and the reasons why. They are also 

taught that allergic reactions can look different and they learn about possible symptoms to look out for 

and the importance of reporting these – on others as well as themselves.  

If you have any questions regarding this subject, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mrs Lovett, our 

Family Link Worker, who is responsible for supporting children with medical conditions.  

Breaktime Snacks 

Also on the theme of food, like most schools, Abbey Road has a healthy eating policy and, as such, break-

time snacks should not include items such as crisps, chocolate, cake or sweets. We are also finding that 

children are increasingly bringing their mid-morning snacks in plastic tubs, which then end up being left 

on the playground. To cut down on the number of tubs that end up in lost property, please consider a 

healthy snack that doesn’t require extensive use of Tupperware! 

 

 



Year 6 Visit the Safety Zone 

Our Year 6 classes travelled to Holme Pierrepont today to take part in the 

Nottinghamshire Safety Zone – a multi-agency event which promotes, encourages and 

educates around the theme of keeping safe. Children learned from experts in so many 

different fields and came away armed with practical advice, timely reminders and many 

new and interesting facts.   

Dates for the Term Ahead 

Friday 1st October MacMillan Coffee Morning – arrangements to be confirmed 

Saturday 2nd October Girls Football Tournament (team from Y5 & 6) 

Monday 4th October Individual and sibling photos (Wrates) 

Thursday 7th October HSA (Home School Association) AGM  

Tuesday 12th October Parents Evening (4.00-7.00pm) 

Wednesday 13th October Year 5 to Galleries of Justice 

Thursday 14th October  Parents Evening (4.00-7.00pm) 

Friday 15th October  Year 6 to Beaumanor Hall 

Monday 18th – Friday 29th October  Half term  

Monday 1st November INSET Day 

Thursday 4th November  HSA Disco – to be confirmed 

Friday 5th November Swimming starts for Class 3SP 

Mon 8th – Wed 10th November Class 4A to Hathersage 

Wed 10th – Fri 12th November Class 4M to Hathersage 

w/b Monday 15th November Anti-Bullying Week 

Tuesday 16th November Year 3 to Cresswell Crags 

Monday 22nd November Flu vaccines – EYFS to Year 6 

Friday 17th December  Last day of term  

Tuesday 4th January 2022 Back to school  
 

Best wishes for a lovely weekend, 

 

Ly Toom 


